                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the 2nd Sunday before Advent
Sunday 15 November 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 

Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.  
All	Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

God of all wisdom,
we are not always ready to receive from you.
Sometimes we are so busy looking inward
or rushing around trying to find answers
that we forget to find stillness and listen to you.
Help us, as we gather today, to be ready to receive.  Amen	
	
[image: ]	

	

An invitation to penitence

You call us out of darkness to live in your marvellous light.
Let us say sorry to God for all the times
we have failed to live in the light of Christ.

A prayer of confession
God of time and space,
we know that everything we do – every action,
every thought, every word, every deed – has consequences
for us and others.
The sands of time are marked by our every footprint.
We confess before you that our thoughts, words and actions,
are not always worthy of your name.
We are sorry for the harm and pain we have caused to the world.
We have drifted from the ways that we know are yours.
Forgive us we pray, cleanse us, realign us with your ways,
with your truth and with your love.
Amen

Assurance of forgiveness

Our God is ever merciful and forgiving if we repent of our
neglect, wrongdoing and misspoken words.
We have made our confession.
Now, let us hear the words of God:
‘My child, your sins are forgiven,
go in peace.’
Amen		

The Word of God

 First reading 	Judges 4: 1-7
4 Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, now that Ehud was dead. 2 So the Lord sold them into the hands of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. Sisera, the commander of his army, was based in Harosheth Haggoyim. 3 Because he had nine hundred chariots fitted with iron and had cruelly oppressed the Israelites for twenty years, they cried to the Lord for help.
4 Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading Israel at that time.5 She held court under the Palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites went up to her to have their disputes decided.6 She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him, “The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you: ‘Go, take with you ten thousand men of Naphtali and Zebulun and lead them up to Mount Tabor. 7 I will lead Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his troops to the Kishon River and give him into your hands.’”
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 


Psalm 123

1 I lift up my eyes to you,
    to you who sit enthroned in heaven.
2 As the eyes of slaves look to the hand of their master,
    as the eyes of a female slave look to the hand of her mistress,
so our eyes look to the Lord our God,
    till he shows us his mercy.
3 Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy on us,
    for we have endured no end of contempt.
4 We have endured no end
    of ridicule from the arrogant,
    of contempt from the proud.

Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.


Second Reading	Matthew 25: 14-30
The parable of the bags of gold
14 ‘Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
19 ‘After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. “Master,” he said, “you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.”
21 ‘His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!”
22 ‘The man with two bags of gold also came. “Master,” he said, “you entrusted me with two bags of gold: see, I have gained two more.”
23 ‘His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!”
24 ‘Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. “Master,” he said, “I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.”
26 ‘His master replied, “You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.
28 ‘“So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions

God our guide and protector,
we offer to you the issues large and small of our daily lives,
seeking your wisdom for living in this world.
When we are called to make a judgement between competing demands,
we pray for attention to your voice, for wisdom and clear headedness to see what is right even if it is not the popular decision.
Have mercy upon us, O Lord.
All: have mercy upon us.
  
When data centres and warehouses crowd our living spaces, demanding resources that are becoming more and more scarce,
we pray for people-centred policy making and controls on developer greed.
Have mercy upon us, O Lord.
All: have mercy upon us.
 
When celebrity culture allows arrogant, cruel and self-serving behaviour to go unchecked, we pray for attentiveness to the experience of survivors of abuse and for stronger boundaries in workplaces, especially in the creative industries, so that everyone can be free from exploitation, misuse of power or status and bullying.
Have mercy upon us, O Lord.
All: have mercy upon us.
 
When signs of climate breakdown are visible all around us in fire and flood and drought and extreme weather events, we pray for bold action as leaders and negotiators gather in Turkey for COP 31.
Have mercy upon us, O Lord.
All: have mercy upon us.
 
When people we love suffer illness or hardship, despair or bereavement:
Remembering …(prayer list)
we pray for peace for all who suffer in mind or body.
Have mercy upon us, O Lord.
All: have mercy upon us.
 
When threats to national security and cyber attacks become more common,
and when national calls to stockpile and to be ready make us afraid for the future, we pray for quiet minds and trust in your provision for us.
Have mercy upon us, O Lord.
All: have mercy upon us.
  
When we are tempted to hide our resources and limit our giving,
we pray that we would remember your generosity to us and the gift of your Spirit who takes our small amount of faith and multiplies it.
Have mercy upon us, O Lord.
All: have mercy upon us.
 
Like Deborah,
give us hearts that pay attention to you
and eyes to see where you are at work.
Make us ready when we are called upon to play our part in the plans you have for us and the humility to follow where you lead us.
Show us your mercy as we work in partnership with others to bring your future into the reality of here and now.
For ourselves and for our world we pray:
Have mercy upon us, O Lord.
All: have mercy upon us.
Amen
 
The Collect for the Second Sunday before Advent
Heavenly Lord,
you long for the world’s salvation:
stir us from apathy,
restrain us from excess
and revive in us new hope
that all creation will one day be healed
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen


The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Thank you, God, that we have received from you today.
Help us to remember that we will receive from you again tomorrow.
Make us ready to receive from you each day
through others, through turning to you in prayer,
through what you reveal to us in the world.
Amen.

Blessing
May God, who loves us and has chosen us,
strengthen us to live as God’s holy people.
Jesus, you call us to follow.
Amen
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What’s on ….
Steph is on sabbatical until the end of November
.

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 

Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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