                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
Sunday 27 September 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 

Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.  
All	Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

	Lord, we come together here to be with you.
	We thank you for listening to us.
	Help us to listen to others
	and to speak up for those who can’t speak for themselves.
	In the name of Jesus, who speaks up for us.
	Amen.
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An invitation to penitence

You call us out of darkness to live in your marvellous light.
Let us say sorry to God for all the times
We have failed to live in the light of Christ.

A prayer of confession
Faithful God,
so often we are like the Israelites,
complaining to everyone around us
as soon as things get tough and don’t go our way,
as soon as things don’t turn out how we hoped or planned,
as soon as things we want don’t immediately appear.
Forgive us, we pray, and bless us with patience,
faith and a quiet trust in your purposes for our lives.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Assurance of forgiveness
	God, thank you for revealing your faithfulness
	through the journey of the Israelites;
	your purposes through the ministry of Moses;
	your forgiveness through the life,
	death and resurrection of Jesus.
	You cleanse us with the living water
	of hope, healing and wholeness. Amen.
	
The Word of God

 First reading 	Exodus 17: 1-7
17 The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 So they quarrelled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”
Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?”
3 But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?”
4 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.”
5 The LORD answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the place Massah and Meribah because the Israelites quarrelled and because they tested the LORD saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”
This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 


Psalm 78: 1-4, 12-16
1 My people, hear my teaching;
    listen to the words of my mouth.
2 I will open my mouth with a parable;
    I will utter hidden things, things from of old—
3 things we have heard and known,
    things our ancestors have told us.
4 We will not hide them from their descendants;
    we will tell the next generation
the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD,
    his power, and the wonders he has done.
12 He did miracles in the sight of their ancestors
    in the land of Egypt, in the region of Zoan.
13 He divided the sea and led them through;
    he made the water stand up like a wall.
14 He guided them with the cloud by day
    and with light from the fire all night.
15 He split the rocks in the wilderness
    and gave them water as abundant as the seas;
16 he brought streams out of a rocky crag
    and made water flow down like rivers.
	
	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.

Second Reading	Matthew 21: 1-13
23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?”
24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 25 John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?”
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.”
27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”
Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
The Parable of the Two Sons
28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’
29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.
30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.
31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?”
“The first,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.
This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
Bridge builders, mediators and intercessors, we ask your blessing
God of justice and compassion, you call us to pray for others and to serve. We come before you now, laying in your hands our concerns for your world, the church, our community and each other. Hear our prayers, as we open ourselves to hear your voice when you call us to play our part.
We pray for the church, your family. Lead us to be your true witness and strengthen our mission, here on earth. Let us be unafraid to speak out when things are unjust. May we work together across the denominations in true cooperation instead of competition and recognise our shared faith with others instead of focusing on differences.
Bridge builders, mediators and intercessors, we ask your blessing.
We pray for all who negotiate towards peaceful resolution to conflict around the world. Inspire them with wisdom and diplomacy. We pray, too, for those who seek only to satisfy their own hunger for wealth, esteem or power: may they be open to the intervention of your Holy Spirit and act more justly. We remember now all those countries where peace seems a distant dream, thinking especially of the conflicts between USA and Iran, Russia and the Ukraine, Israel and Gaza, Pakistan and Afghanistan, in the Sudan and in the Democratic Republic of Congo. We pray for the talks between Canada and the EU towards closer cooperation.
Bridge builders, mediators and intercessors, we ask your blessing.
Lord, we bring before you our own country, especially where there is division. We pray for the relationships between the countries of the United Kingdom, between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, between the north and south of England. We pray for tolerance and cooperation between political parties and their supporters. We bring before you the protests currently against those seeking asylum, refugees and the people who help them, asking that these may come to peaceful resolution and that a workable way forward may be found.
Bridge builders, mediators and intercessors, we ask your blessing.
God of harmony, we pray for all situations where stress or conditions pull people apart. We pray for broken relationships, especially where these have negative effects on others; for people facing separation or divorce and for those who counsel and support them. We pray for all involved in fostering or adoption: birth parents, adoptive parents, children and their siblings, social workers, solicitors and counsellors. We bring before you those whose lives are not as they should be due to ill health, or physical or mental health difficulties, anxiety, loss, poverty or homelessness.
Bridge builders, mediators and intercessors, we ask your blessing.
And in a moment of quiet we speak on our own behalf, bringing to you our prayers for our own needs and the needs of those close to us; Especially … (prayer list) asking your comfort, your strength, your encouragement, your healing and your love….
Bridge builders, mediators and intercessors, we ask your blessing.
Amen

The Collect for the Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity.
Gracious God,
you call us to fullness of life:
deliver us from unbelief
and banish our anxieties
with the liberating love of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
God,
as we go out from this place,
help us to remember all the good things you have given us.
Would we be people who show others your goodness,
just as Moses and Jesus did.
As bridge-builders, mediators and intercessors,
would we bring God’s kingdom on earth.
Amen.

Blessing
May God, who loves you and has chosen you,
Strengthen you to live as God’s holy people.
Jesus, you call us to follow.
And the blessing …….
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What’s on ….
Steph’s sabbatical
Steph will begin the second half of her sabbatical on 27 September.

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 



Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295


Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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