                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the Eighth Sunday after Trinity 
Sunday 26th July 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 

Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.  
All	Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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Almighty God,
we come to you today not with power but with weakness;
not with order but with our messiness.
Would you meet with us and show us your ways,
leading us closer to your kingdom.
Amen.

An invitation to penitence

You call us out of darkness to live in your marvellous light.
Let us say sorry to God for all the times
We have failed to live in the light of Christ.

A prayer of confession
	Lord,
	for when we’ve got things wrong and chosen the easy way out,
	deflected blame instead of owning up:
	Lord, please forgive us.
	When we’ve neglected to show love,
	hurting others with our words and actions:
	Lord, please forgive us.
	When we’ve retreated behind our masks,
	denying ourselves and others:
	Lord, please forgive us.
	Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness
	Jesus’ death on the cross was love in action.
	A redeeming love that untangled us from all sin
	and washed us clean.
	Through him we are forgiven and free.
	Amen.
The Word of God

 First reading 	Genesis 29: 15-28
Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel
After Jacob had stayed with him for a whole month, 15 Laban said to him, “Just because you are a relative of mine, should you work for me for nothing? Tell me what your wages should be.”
16 Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the older was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17 Leah had weak[a] eyes, but Rachel had a lovely figure and was beautiful. 18 Jacob was in love with Rachel and said, “I’ll work for you seven years in return for your younger daughter Rachel.”
19 Laban said, “It’s better that I give her to you than to some other man. Stay here with me.” 20 So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her.
21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife. My time is completed, and I want to make love to her.”
22 So Laban brought together all the people of the place and gave a feast. 23 But when evening came, he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob, and Jacob made love to her. 24 And Laban gave his servant Zilpah to his daughter as her attendant.
25 When morning came, there was Leah! So Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? I served you for Rachel, didn’t I? Why have you deceived me?”
26 Laban replied, “It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one. 27 Finish this daughter’s bridal week; then we will give you the younger one also, in return for another seven years of work.”
28 And Jacob did so. He finished the week with Leah, and then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to be his wife. 29 Laban gave his servant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as her attendant. 30 Jacob made love to Rachel also, and his love for Rachel was greater than his love for Leah. And he worked for Laban another seven years.
	This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 


Psalm 128

1 Blessed are all who fear the LORD,
    who walk in obedience to him.
2 You will eat the fruit of your labour;
    blessings and prosperity will be yours.
3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine
    within your house;
your children will be like olive shoots
    around your table.
4 Yes, this will be the blessing
    for the man who fears the LORD.
5 May the LORD bless you from Zion;
    may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
    all the days of your life.
6 May you live to see your children’s children—
    peace be on Israel.

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.


Second Reading	Romans 8: 26-39
26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:
“For your sake we face death all day long;
    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
	This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 

We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
God of blessing, mercy and grace, we pray your provision as we navigate the messy maze of life.
As we read of Jacob the deceiver becoming the deceived, we pray for all who have fallen prey to deception - romantically, financially or otherwise.
God of justice, help the deceived navigate the emotions maze in the knowledge that you are there amid the mess.
We pray for families, for those rejected by loved ones, parents, siblings, and for those people rejected by society. At the onset of schools’ long summer holidays, we pray for parents and grandparents juggling childcare around work. We pray for working parents who have no-one to help them and for children left to fend for themselves for hours at a time.
God of love, help the rejected, the lonely and the neglected to navigate the emotions maze in the knowledge that you are there amid the mess.
We pray for the new Prime Minister, the fourth under King Charles' reign. We pray the Prime Minister and his new cabinet will have the integrity to bring stability and unity to this country.
God of truth and power, guide those in government to navigate the messy maze of politics and be aware of your presence amid the mess.
We pray for our ever-changing climate and the adaptations needed to cope with increasing temperatures. We pray for our farmers reliant on the weather for their livelihoods and for those farmers who have lost crops and grazing pasture due to the wildfires.
God of mercy help us all to navigate the maze of climate change in the knowledge that you are there amid the mess.
We pray for your children ministering in this country and abroad. We pray for those in our own communities reaching out to the needy: the hungry, the lonely, the destitute, the victims of crime and the bereaved.
We pray for Christians the world over showing your love and compassion to those in need, especially to those suffering amid conflicts. We think especially of the war in Ukraine, the hostilities in the Middle East, and the famine in Sudan. We pray for our communities in the Exe Valley Mission Community and especially remember ……prayer list
God of blessing, mercy and grace, we pray your provision as we navigate the messy maze of life. May your presence with us help and sustain us in navigating the situations we face day by day, knowing that you bring good out of all things. Amen.

The Collect for the Eighth Sunday after Trinity.
Lord God,
your Son left the riches of heaven
and became poor for our sake:
when we prosper save us from pride,
when we are needy save us from despair,
that we may trust in you alone;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Blessing
May God, who loves you and has chosen you,
Strengthen you to live as God’s holy people.
Jesus, you call us to follow.
And the blessing …….

Lord God,
you know the complexities and messiness of the world we are living in.
Help us to make good choices, to be aware of our impact
on others and to use the gifts you have given us to bless those around us.
Amen.		
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Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
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 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
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What’s on ….
Exe Valley Lunches
Please note the next lunch is on Thursday 13 August at North Esworthy Oakford. Please contact the church office if you need transport.
Banbury’s Coffee and Chat
Steph will be in Banbury’s café for coffee and a chat on Friday 7th August from 10.30am – 12.30pm.




Do you believe it?
So the question is: Do you believe in the power of prayer?
I do. I absolutely do.
If you do, then we need to be serious about it!
 
It is not a secret - but in two years or so - I will retire. I will leave the Exe Valley Mission Community, and change will follow.
What sort of change? We don't know!
But we do know that even a sniff of change is deeply unsettling.
 
As I believe in the power of prayer I am asking us to pray. I am asking us to pray as if we believe in the power of prayer, for the future of our mission community. I am praying that we will leave a legacy that will last well beyond us into the future.
 
We have decided to set aside every third Thursday to pray for our Parishes and our Mission Community; to pray for one another. We can do this in any way that fits in with our Thursday life: but I am asking that we take it seriously and that we do it!
 
If we are not sure about the power of prayer and how to do it - please ask! But also challenge those people that you know who do believe. Ask them what answers they have received, what ideas and thoughts they have had, and what they are praying for.
 
And, if we take it seriously, who knows what might happen...!
Steph

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 

Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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Mill House Retreat Away Day with Steph
A Day of Quietness & Trust to Find Strength
Isaiah 30:15

Wednesday August 12" 10.00am - 4.00pm
Inc. lunch, tea/coffee and cake £25.00 per person

Please contact the church office if you would like to join us
and if you need transport.

Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity .org
or: 07733949295
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