                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the Fourth Sunday after Trinity  
Sunday 28th June 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 

Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.

Lord, we come from scattered lives to meet with you.
We rejoice that you know each of us by name
and love us, inside and out.
Show us how to recognise you
in the friends we are gathered with,
and how to see you reflected in everyone we meet.
Amen.

An invitation to penitence

You call us out of darkness to live in your marvellous light.
Let us say sorry to God for all the times
We have failed to live in the light of Christ.
[image: ]





A prayer of confession

Lord God, sometimes we aren’t welcoming to people around us.
We just don’t recognise their worth in you.
How hurtful must that be. We know we wouldn’t like it.
Open our eyes to your forgiveness, Lord,
Sometimes we get wrapped up in our own concerns.
We don’t notice much else. We certainly aren’t looking for you.
We don’t recognise you when you are there.
Open our eyes to your forgiveness, Lord
Sometimes we know we don’t act as you would wish.
In your mercy you show us the things we should do.
Open our eyes to your forgiveness, Lord.
Amen

Assurance of forgiveness

Faithful God, we have cried out to you for forgiveness.
Even when we are deep in sin, you reach out to us.
You renew us, so, once again, we recognise you living in us.
God of recognition, we bless you.
Amen.
The Word of God

 First reading 	Genesis 22: 1-14
22 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”
“Here I am,” he replied.
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.”
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.”
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?”
“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.
“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”
8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together.
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”
“Here I am,” he replied.
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”
	This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 


Psalm 13: 

1 How long, LORD? Will you forget me forever?
    How long will you hide your face from me?
2 How long must I wrestle with my thoughts
    and day after day have sorrow in my heart?
    How long will my enemy triumph over me?
3 Look on me and answer, LORD my God.
    Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death,
4 and my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,”
    and my foes will rejoice when I fall.
5 But I trust in your unfailing love;
    my heart rejoices in your salvation.
6 I will sing the LORD’s praise,
    for he has been good to me.

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.


Second Reading	Matthew 10: 40-42
40 “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.”
	This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 

We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
Lord, you welcome us to be your friends. Help us to welcome everyone as if we are welcoming you.
Lord, we thank you for everyone here today. We think about the people sitting on either side of us, behind us and in front. If we know their names, we pray for them by name. But whether we do or not, YOU know their names and we bring them to you, asking you to bless them with your love. Thank you for this church community: we pray for the leaders…  Thank you for the coffee makers, door welcomers and those who do the essential but unseen tasks such as cleaning. Thank you that each one is special and precious to you.
L: Lord, you welcome us to be your friends.
All: Help us to welcome everyone as if we are welcoming you.
Lord, we think about where we will be going this week… We picture some of the people we will meet: those we like and those who like us; those we don’t like and those who don’t like us… We remember that you love us all equally. You have no favourites, so help us to treat everyone the same, whether we like them or not; whether they are kind to us or not. Give us the vision to see others as you see them, transforming our view of those we find difficult.
L: Lord, you welcome us to be your friends.
All: Help us to welcome everyone as if we are welcoming you.
Lord, we pray for places in the world where people feel unwelcome: for those who have to leave their country because of war or famine; those who live in refugee camps with nowhere to call home; those who move into a new neighbourhood or school and struggle to make friends. Help us to act when we see a need.
L: Lord, you welcome us to be your friends.
All: Help us to welcome everyone as if we are welcoming you.
Lord, we pray for those who work in the service sectors, those who are giving of themselves for the support of others. We pray for teachers, those who work in our health services, shop workers, and those who work in hospitality. Lord, so often their job requires them to be a smiling, welcoming presence to everyone regardless of how they feel. We pray by name for anyone we know… asking you to give them your strength to go to work every day with those who may not be kind, generous or welcoming to them.
L: Lord, you welcome us to be your friends.
All: Help us to welcome everyone as if we are welcoming you.
Lord, when we leave our worship today, help us to be more aware of those around us: the people we live with, our neighbours and friends, work colleagues and people in our class at school. We pray for those we know who are hurting or sad and need an extra touch from you… We pray especially for ……(prayer list). Lord, give them courage in their troubles and an awareness that you are with them. Help us to be the ones who serve them. We pray for ourselves, that we will know how much you love us and rejoice that we are your children. We pray for those who have no-one to love and care for them: those who are lonely or housebound; and those who feel that nobody cares. Help us to be your hands and feet, Lord, welcoming them as you would welcome us. Send us out from here to serve you wherever you send us.
L: Lord, you welcome us to be your friends.
All: Help us to welcome everyone as if we are welcoming you. And teach us to serve everyone as if we are serving you. Amen.

The Collect for the Fourth Sunday after Trinity.
Gracious Father,
by the obedience of Jesus
you brought salvation to our wayward world:
draw us into harmony with your will,
that we may find all things restored in him,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Blessing
May God, who loves you and has chosen you,
Strengthen you to live as God’s holy people.
Jesus, you call us to follow.
And the blessing …….

We recognise that you are Lord.
We recognise that you love us.
We recognise that you call us to help others.
We recognise that we need your strength.
Lord, send us out, ready to recognise you in those around us.
Amen.

			  © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

What’s on ….
Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 


Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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