                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the Third Sunday of Easter
Sunday 19 April 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 


Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
And also with you.


Heavenly Father,
you brought us together in this place.
Let us worship you, that we may know your Son, Jesus,
through word and deed.
Let our hearts burn within us as we worship you. Amen.
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The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever.
	Amen. 

A prayer of confession

Lord, we confess that we live our lives distracted by so many things.
So often this is when things aren’t going the way we think they should,
like the pair who trod the Emmaus road.
Our feet carry us forward, but our thoughts go round in circles;
and at such times, when you come to us, Lord, we often fail to recognise you.
We are sorry and ask you to reveal yourself to us afresh.
Amen.

Assurance of forgiveness

All-seeing, all-knowing, and ever-present God,
you understand how easily we are caught up
by life’s cares, spiralling into despair and distance.
Yet in your grace, O Lord, you forgive us
and walk the way with us,
welcoming us back into your presence.
You feed our souls with comfort and hope,
teaching us to see life in a new light.
Amen.
The Word of God

 First reading 	Acts 2: 14a, 36-41
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.
	This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 


Psalm  116: 1-4, 12-19

1 I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;
    he heard my cry for mercy.
2 Because he turned his ear to me,
    I will call on him as long as I live.
3 The cords of death entangled me,
    the anguish of the grave came over me;
    I was overcome by distress and sorrow.
4 Then I called on the name of the LORD:
    “LORD, save me!”
12 What shall I return to the LORD
    for all his goodness to me?
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation
    and call on the name of the LORD.
14 I will fulfil my vows to the LORD
    in the presence of all his people.
15 Precious in the sight of the LORD
    is the death of his faithful servants.
16 Truly I am your servant, LORD;
    I serve you just as my mother did;
    you have freed me from my chains.
17 I will sacrifice a thank offering to you
    and call on the name of the LORD.
18 I will fulfil my vows to the LORD
    in the presence of all his people,
19 in the courts of the house of the LORD—
    in your midst, Jerusalem.
Praise the LORD. 

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.


Second Reading	Luke 24: 13-35
13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him.
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”
They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?”
19 “What things?” he asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.”
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”
33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.
	This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
You walked alongside your disciples, sharing the Scriptures. And your glory was revealed, and they returned to live for you.
So we pray to our saviour. For those of us who are struggling to understand your almighty plan for the world. For those of us who, like the disciples walking with Jesus, failed to see him with them. For those of us who are losing our faith and losing our way. For those of us who are feeling lost and do not know your presence close to them.
Lord, walk alongside.
You walked alongside your disciples, sharing the Scriptures.
And your glory was revealed, and they returned to live for you.
So we pray to our saviour. For those who are facing rising costs and are unable to afford fuel for heating and for their cars as prices go up. For those who daily face decisions about what to spend their last money on. For those who have never known the comfort of having savings to fall back on. For those making decisions about money and tax that will affect everyone. 
Lord, walk alongside.
You walked alongside your disciples, sharing the Scriptures.
And your glory was revealed, and they returned to live for you.
So we pray to our saviour. For those who make decisions and live their lives to help people and change others for the better. For all those involved in the health service who may feel overwhelmed and under pressure. For those who set an example and encourage aspirations as teachers and educators. For social workers, those working in courts, and those working for agencies that help anyone in need. For those in our church community who in little but vital ways set an example to others.
Lord, walk alongside.
You walked alongside your disciples, sharing the Scriptures.
And your glory was revealed, and they returned to live for you.
So we pray to our saviour. For the President of the United States and the Prime Minister of Israel, the leaders of Iran and other middle-east countries, our Prime Minster and other leaders. For caution, wisdom and a desire for peace to be present in all of their thinking and saying. For care to be taken in what is made public to avoid an escalation of death and destruction. For calm and caution to replace aggression and threatening words. For peace to reign.
Lord, walk alongside.
You walked alongside your disciples, sharing the Scriptures.
And your glory was revealed, and they returned to live for you.
So we pray to our saviour. For those who have suffered the loss of someone close to them. For those lost in the darkness of sadness and depression. For those gripped by addiction, and those who are sick and ill and needing healing and peace. For those in our own community who need to know your presence alongside them right now. (Prayer list)
Lord, walk alongside.
You walked alongside your disciples, sharing the Scriptures.
And your glory was revealed, and they returned to live for you.
So we pray to our saviour. For those who are facing a busy and challenging week with pressure at work, college or school. For those who have tough decisions to make. For those who would dearly love to be in friendship and harmony with people they have fallen out with. For all of us as we live this coming week as God’s servants and people who are listening and learning from Jesus. Lord, walk alongside.
You walked alongside your disciples, sharing the Scriptures.
And your glory was revealed, and they returned to live for you.

The Collect for the Third Sunday of Easter.

Risen Christ,
you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope:
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life
and fill us with your peace,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

 The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Thank you, Lord, for all we have.
Help us to share our bread with those whom we meet
along the way.
Bring us peace in our hearts as we know you better
and meet you in the breaking of the bread.
Amen.
			
			© The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

What’s on ….
Bible Study
The next Bible study will be on Monday 13 April at The Cottage Washfield at 2.30pm with Tim Gorringe. 
Ascension Day Service May 14 at 6.30pm
Ascension Day Service at Loxbeare with Steph Gordon-Jeffs
Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 

Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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