                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the Second Sunday of Easter
Sunday 12 April 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 

Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
And also with you.

Heavenly Father,
although we can’t see you, we love you,
and we know your voice.
We answer your call to draw close to you today.
Setting aside our other cares and concerns,
we gather together to know you better in worship.
Amen.
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The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever.
	Amen. 

A prayer of confession

Lord, in some traditions, today is known as Low Sunday,
and we confess that is how we often feel
after the celebration of Easter.
We love the holidays, the days of feasting and joy
when we share our faith together.
Remind us that we are drawn together
in knowing you better,
through the companionship of one another
travelling together in the ordinary every day
as well as the celebratory holy days.
Amen.

Assurance of forgiveness

Heavenly Father, sometimes when our faith is tested,
we falter; we fail to live up to your holy standards.
But with you, Lord, there is forgiveness.
We call to mind any times this week
when we have fallen short in faith.
We feel your forgiveness
refreshing us, lightening our load.
Thank you for knowing our hearts.
Amen.

The Word of God

 First reading 	Acts 2: 14a, 22-32
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 
22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25 David said about him:
“‘I saw the Lord always before me.
    Because he is at my right hand,
    I will not be shaken.
26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
    my body also will rest in hope,
27 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead,
    you will not let your holy one see decay.
28 You have made known to me the paths of life;
    you will fill me with joy in your presence.’
29 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.
	This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 


Psalm  16

Keep me safe, my God,
    for in you I take refuge.
2 I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord;
    apart from you I have no good thing.”
3 I say of the holy people who are in the land,
    “They are the noble ones in whom is all my delight.”
4 Those who run after other gods will suffer more and more.
    I will not pour out libations of blood to such gods
    or take up their names on my lips.
5 LORD, you alone are my portion and my cup;
    you make my lot secure.
6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
    surely I have a delightful inheritance.
7 I will praise the LORD, who counsels me;
    even at night my heart instructs me.
8 I keep my eyes always on the LORD.
    With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken.
9 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
    my body also will rest secure,
10 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead,
    nor will you let your faithful one see decay.
11 You make known to me the path of life;
    you will fill me with joy in your presence,
    with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.


Second Reading	1 Peter 1: 3-9
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
	This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
[image: Hands holding up a cross

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]




Intercessions
Through our faith may we and all people be shielded by God’s power and love.
Doubt and disbelief are all around us in our daily lives, and all around God’s created world. We bring to mind everyone we know who has known the love of God but no longer trust in God for their help, and all those who refuse to believe the great Easter story of death defeated and Christ alive. As the disciple Thomas doubted, so we seek to trust God more and believe in what seems unbelievable.
God of all our lives, we pray for all those who doubt and have lost their way. Help us to support them and point them to you and remain strong in our faith.
Through our faith may we and all people be shielded by God’s power and love.
Exploration, enquiry and risk are all around us in our daily lives, and all around God’s created world. We bring to mind the Artemis II mission, and its exploration of God’s universe in a way that hasn’t been done for many years. We ask that their research and experiments will be to the benefit of all people, and not for the profit of a few.
God of our beings, you gave us all the ability to think, enquire and learn. Help all those who are doing dangerous things in order to understand more. Keep them safe and guide them to see your hand in all that is and always has been.
Through our faith may we and all people be shielded by God’s power and love.
The light of the sun and the warmth of spring is all around us in our daily lives, and the seasons change across God’s created world. We bring to mind the hope and clarity that spring brings to us, and to all those who work on the land to produce our food. We ask that, as farmers across the world struggle with changing climates, all people would see what small things we can do to preserve our earth.
God of all creation, we pray for those who work the land to produce food. Help them deal with the challenges of change and help us do all we can to save the wonderful world you created and said was good.
Through our faith may we and all people be shielded by God’s power and love.
Sadness, loss and desperation are all around us in our daily lives, and all around God’s created world. We bring to mind those whose lives have been torn apart by war and conflict in Sudan, in Ukraine, and all across the Middle East, and live in the constant fear of destruction all around them. We also remember those closer to home who are gripped by loss and mourning, addiction, illness, or poverty and in those deep and dark times see no light and no hope.(prayer list)
God of all hope, we pray for those who call out in desperation right now. In their impossible situations we ask that, even as we say these prayers, they will feel a deep peace that only you can give and sense your grace with them.
Through our faith may we and all people be shielded by God’s power and love.

The Collect for the Second Sunday of Easter.

Risen Christ,
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred:
open the doors of our hearts,
that we may seek the good of others
and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace,
to the praise of God the Father.
Amen.


The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Dear God,
thank you for the gift of faith,
which is more precious than gold.
Thank you for the different ways we have of knowing you.
Help us to leave everything that takes us away from you
at the cross. 
Amen.

			© The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

What’s on ….
Bible Study
The next Bible study will be on Monday 13 April at The Cottage Washfield at 2.30pm with Tim Gorringe. 

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 

Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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