                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on The Sixth Sunday of Lent – Palm Sunday
Sunday 29 March 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 
[image: ]




Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
And also with you.

Lord Jesus,
we welcome you in our midst this Palm Sunday.
With the crowds in Jerusalem, we cry ‘Hosanna’
and ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord’.
May this time of celebration help us to walk faithfully with you
from Palm Sunday to Good Friday.
For your name’s sake, we pray. Amen.

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever.
	Amen. 

A prayer of confession

Lord, we confess that we are often creatures of the crowd;
swayed by the herd, we move this way and that,
too fearful of standing out.
In this age of fake news and misinformation,
we allow ourselves to believe what we want to believe,
just as those in Jerusalem did, shouting for Jesus’ blood.
Forgive us, Lord, if we do not bear Christian witness
in our own troubled times.
As we remember Christ’s journey to the cross,
we recommit ourselves to standing up for Jesus,
the King who deigned to empty himself in humility,
and to give himself up to death for us.
Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness

When we have failed to heed the voice of conscience:
you forgive us, O Lord, when we confess we were wrong.
When we have remained silent in the face of injustice:
you forgive us, O Lord, when we confess we were wrong.
How wonderful is your forgiveness, Lord,
from age to age the same. Amen.


The Word of God

 First reading 	Philippians	2: 5-11
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
6 Who, being in very nature God,
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing
    by taking the very nature of a servant,
    being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,
    he humbled himself
    by becoming obedient to death—
        even death on a cross!
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
    and gave him the name that is above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.
		
	This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 


Psalm  118: 1-2,19-29

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
    his love endures forever.
2 Let Israel say:
    “His love endures forever.”
19 Open for me the gates of the righteous;
    I will enter and give thanks to the LORD.
20 This is the gate of the LORD
    through which the righteous may enter.
21 I will give you thanks, for you answered me;
    you have become my salvation.
22 The stone the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone;
23 the LORD has done this,
    and it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 The LORD has done it this very day;
    let us rejoice today and be glad.
25 LORD, save us!
    LORD, grant us success!
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD.
    From the house of the LORD we bless you. 
27 The LORD is God,
    and he has made his light shine on us.
With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession
    up to the horns of the altar.
28 You are my God, and I will praise you;
    you are my God, and I will exalt you.
29 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
    his love endures forever.

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.


Second Reading	Matthew 21: 1-11
21 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”
4 This took place to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet:
5 “Say to Daughter Zion,
    ‘See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey,
    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”
11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”
	This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. We cry ‘Hosanna, hosanna’ to the King.
Lord Jesus, we turn to you in prayer as we walk with you on the way to the cross. First, we come to you with joy and celebration. Thank you for being the God who loves us, the God who came to save us, the God who brings us new life. We thank you for all the good things that have happened this week in our lives…
We thank you for coming to be our King. We pledge ourselves afresh to make you king in our lives and in our church this week.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
We cry ‘Hosanna, hosanna’ to the King.
 
Lord, as we continue our journey with you towards the cross, we remember how you turned the tables of the moneychangers in the temple, declaring that your house should be a house of prayer. We pray for our churches and cathedrals, that they may be respected places within our nation. We pray that all who visit them may sense your peace and presence. We ask that those who come to special services over the next week will have a deeply meaningful encounter with you, leading to a lasting relationship. We pray for our clergy and other church officers… particularly at this very busy time. In their busyness, may they find new strength and joy in serving you and opportunities for rest and reflection. We pray for God’s blessing on Archbishop Sarah Mullally following her installation on Wednesday.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
We cry ‘Hosanna, hosanna’ to the King.
We remember, Lord, that quiet supper you had with your friends. Thank you that you walked among us, showing us what a true relationship with God looks like. Help us to follow in your way of service, not trying to be better than others but putting the needs of friend and stranger before our own needs.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
We cry ‘Hosanna, hosanna’ to the King.
 
Lord, as the rulers of Jerusalem and Rome arrested, tried and crucified you, we are so aware that the place where you walked, talked, lived and died is still a place of conflict and turmoil. Lord, we cry out to you as Prince of Peace, to bring peace in this difficult and dangerous time. We pray for the leaders of the nations, that they will recognise you for who you truly are, bend their knees in awe and say with us:
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
We cry ‘Hosanna, hosanna’ to the King.
 
Lord Jesus, we walk the heavy road with you towards the Garden of Gethsemane. We see your tired, confused friends unable to watch with you and we see the one who would betray…
Lord, we are sorry for the times when we disown you; for times when we should stand up for you but instead we either deny you or walk away. Give us the courage to admit that we are your friends, no matter what the cost.
Lord, we pray for those who once followed you and loved you but have now turned away... Lord, help us to bring them encouragement and to let them know that you still love them and will never stop loving them. May they see new visions of you this Easter, we ask.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
We cry ‘Hosanna, hosanna’ to the King.
 
Lord Jesus, now we see the agony of Good Friday as you hung on that cross for us. Lord, we can never thank you enough for your great sacrifice. We fall at the foot of your cross now in silence and awe…
As you hung on that cross, still you were thinking of others. You saw the pain of Mary and John, you put them together in a family. Lord, we pray for everyone we know who is in pain… whether that be the pain of bereavement… the pain of illness…. the pain of depression… the pain of separation from loved ones… (prayer list) Lord, just as you comforted Mary and John, please comfort those whom we have just named. Bring wholeness out of fragmentation; bring peace where there is turmoil; bring healing where there is distress.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
We cry ‘Hosanna, hosanna’ to the King.
 
Lord, as you led the thief beside you into paradise and as you were taken down from the cross, we remember those we know and love who have died, whether recently or a long time ago…
We also remember those who are bearing the pain of war, famine, political unrest, especially in the Middle East and Ukraine.
Lord, may they know your love and care.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
We cry ‘Hosanna, hosanna’ to the King.
 
Lord, as we wait in the darkness and stillness before the great day of your resurrection, help us to walk this week more aware of how wonderful you are and what an amazing thing you did for us. Prepare our hearts for the joy of your resurrection.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
We cry ‘Hosanna, hosanna’ to the King.
Amen.

The Collect for Palm Sunday.

True and humble king,
hailed by the crowd as Messiah:
grant us the faith to know you and love you,
that we may be found beside you
on the way of the cross,
which is the path of glory. Amen


The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Lord, as we go with you into this Holy Week,
hold us close,
help us to be faithful to you
as we know you are always faithful to us.
As we journey to the cross,
help us to be able to say like the centurion
‘Truly this is God’s Son’. Amen.

			© The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

What’s on ….
Holy Week – Evening Prayer on Zoom – 30 March – 4 April
Steph will be running an Evening Prayer on zoom during Holy Week, beginning on Monday 30th March through to Saturday 4th April at 6.30pm (not on Maundy Thursday). Please join us when you can using the zoom instructions at the top of the page. Thank you.

Agape Meal
Thursday 2 April at 6.30pm    Agape Meal 	Washfield Village Hall	
Do please join us for an Agape Meal on Maundy Thursday evening. For catering purposes, it would be good to know numbers, so please let the office know, if you would like to come. Everyone is very welcome.


Bible Study
The next Bible study will be on Monday 13 April at The Cottage Washfield at 2.30pm with Tim Gorringe. 

Exe Valley Community Lunch
The next lunch is on Thursday 9 April at Oakford Village Hall. Please let the office know if you will be joining us and if you need a lift.

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 

Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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