Morning Prayer on The Third Sunday of Epiphany
Sunday 25 January 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 



Preparation
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you  
All 	and also with you. 
O Lord, open our lips  
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

God of all that is good,
we have all taken different routes to get here,
we all have different stories to tell.
We all carry different burdens, different people in our hearts.
We all have different needs and face different challenges,
but together we come to you to be inspired by your word,
to sing our songs of praise, to move beyond our limitations,
to grow in the likeness of your Son, Jesus Christ,
in whose name we pray. Amen
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The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 
All	Amen. 

A prayer of confession
Faithful God,
your light moves outwards from you, through us, to the world.
Thank you for trusting us
with the ministry of sharing your light and love.
Forgive us when we try to keep it to ourselves,
when we are selfish, complacent and inward-looking.
Help us to move outwards, so that we can make a difference
and bring your light to everyone.
Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness
Restorative God,
your forgiveness enables us to move away from sin to service,
your faithfulness enables us to move forwards and not lose heart,
your generosity inspires us to move outwards and invite all.
Amen.
The Word of God
First reading: 	Isaiah 9: 1-4
9 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honour Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—
2 The people walking in darkness
    have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness
    a light has dawned.
3 You have enlarged the nation
    and increased their joy;
they rejoice before you
    as people rejoice at the harvest,
as warriors rejoice
    when dividing the plunder.
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
    you have shattered
the yoke that burdens them,
    the bar across their shoulders,
    the rod of their oppressor.

This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 


Psalm				Psalm 27
1 The LORD is my light and my salvation—
    whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life—
    of whom shall I be afraid?
2 When the wicked advance against me
    to devour me,
it is my enemies and my foes
    who will stumble and fall.
3 Though an army besiege me,
    my heart will not fear;
though war break out against me,
    even then I will be confident.
4 One thing I ask from the LORD,
    this only do I seek:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD
    all the days of my life,
to gaze on the beauty of the LORD
    and to seek him in his temple.
5 For in the day of trouble
    he will keep me safe in his dwelling;
he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent
    and set me high upon a rock.
6 Then my head will be exalted
    above the enemies who surround me;
at his sacred tent I will sacrifice with shouts of joy;
    I will sing and make music to the LORD.
7 Hear my voice when I call, LORD;
    be merciful to me and answer me.
8 My heart says of you, “Seek his face!”
    Your face, LORD, I will seek.
9 Do not hide your face from me,
    do not turn your servant away in anger;
    you have been my helper.
Do not reject me or forsake me,
    God my Savior.
10 Though my father and mother forsake me,
    the LORD will receive me.
11 Teach me your way, LORD;
    lead me in a straight path
    because of my oppressors.
12 Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes,
    for false witnesses rise up against me,
    spouting malicious accusations.
13 I remain confident of this:
    I will see the goodness of the LORD
    in the land of the living.
14 Wait for the LORD;
    be strong and take heart
    and wait for the LORD.

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit;
 	as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever. 
	Amen. 

Epistle	1 Corinthians 1: 10-18
10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11 My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.”
13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 


Second reading: 			Matthew 4: 12-23
12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— 14 to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:
15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
    the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,
    Galilee of the Gentiles—
16 the people living in darkness
    have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of the shadow of death
    a light has dawned.”[f]
17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed him.
21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.

This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 
We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions

Lord, in the same way that you chose to be with us, may we choose to take your message of love to our neighbours.
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. We pray for the places of your world that are experiencing great darkness now: where there is war, unrest, confusion, repression. Shine your light particularly upon Ukraine, the Middle East, Venezuela, Greenland…. we pray. Illumine the way forward for a safer, fairer, peaceful world.
L: Lord, in the same way that you chose to be with us,
All: May we choose to take your message of love to our neighbours.
 
Lord, we thank you for calling each of us to be your disciples. Lord whatever we are feeling, help us to remember that each of us is known by you, precious and deeply loved. And each of us has a calling to follow your lead. Open our eyes to see how we can serve you in the places you have put us: our schools, our workplaces, our homes and families. Thank you that you know our strengths and our weaknesses and still have a role for each of us to bring your kingdom closer. In the stillness now, show us one person or place that you particularly want us to share your love with this week.
L: Lord, in the same way that you chose to be with us,
All: May we choose to take your message of love to our neighbours.
 
Lord, may your light dawn on those we know who are struggling, whether with physical pain, anxiety, fear, depression or sadness. We particularly remember… (prayer list) Lord, increase their joy in miraculous ways this week. Touch them with your compassion and your tenderness. May they find you in new ways. Give us the grace to serve them, knowing that, in doing so, we are serving you.
L: Lord, in the same way that you chose to be with us,
All: May we choose to take your message of love to our neighbours.
 
Lord, we pray for those we know who have yet to respond to your call. Surprise them with your closeness this week. Help us not to miss the opportunities to lead them towards you: Give us a word, a moment, a chat over coffee… help us to be willing to step out of our routines and comfort zones to tell others about you. Make us interruptible, we pray.
And, in the quiet now, we thank you for those who led us to you. Thank you, Lord, for their witness.
L: Lord, in the same way that you chose to be with us,
All: May we choose to take your message of love to our neighbours.
 
Lord, as we go out from here may we be cleansed, refreshed and challenged by all that we have heard and done today. Send us out to be your light bearers. Enrich us with your word and go before us in your glory as it illumines our path. May we return next week filled with deeper insights of you that we can share with others.
Amen

Collect for the Third Sunday of Epiphany
God of all mercy,
your Son proclaimed good news to the poor,
release to the captives,
and freedom to the oppressed:
anoint us with your Holy Spirit
and set all your people free
to praise you in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All 	Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Blessing:

Christ the Son of God, 
perfect in you 
the image of his glory and 
gladden your hearts with the 
good news of his kingdom.
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us 
and those we love and pray for 
today and always. 
All			Amen. 

God of light,
keep us faithful as light-bearers.
Help us to keep our focus on you and then outwards to others.
Be with us as we move outwards beyond our comfort zone.
Help us, like the fishermen, to leave behind the familiar and safe
and move into your light with freedom and joy. Amen.	
		
                           Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England; Common Worship: Pastoral Services; 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer; are all copyright © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.







What’s on ….

Bible Study
The next Bible study will be on Monday 9 February at The Cottage Washfield at 2.30pm with Tim Gorringe. 


Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 


Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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