Morning Prayer on The First Sunday of Epiphany
Sunday 11 January 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 



Preparation
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you  
All 	and also with you. 
O Lord, open our lips  
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 


Eternal God, in you our souls delight.
And, as we gather to hear your word and reflect on your love,
we celebrate your glory
and embrace all that is new
as it springs up ever fresh,
ever beautiful, ever enlightening,
ever drawing us closer to you,
moment by moment, day by day,
as we worship, work and pray.
Amen.
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	The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 
All	Amen. 

A prayer of confession
God of hope,
when we listen to your word, but don’t take it to heart:
please forgive us, we pray.
When you reach out your hand to us, but we don’t take it…
please forgive us, we pray.
When injustice needs to be challenged, but we remain silent…
please forgive us, we pray.
When we are lost and in darkness and don’t see your hope… 
please forgive us, we pray.
Lord, draw us back to you.
Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness
God of richness and refreshment:
your tenderness enables us to trust you,
your forgiveness enables us to begin again,
your call enables us to follow you,
your faithfulness enables us to find peace in you,
and your Spirit enables us to live as your servants
in the world today.
Amen.

The Word of God
First reading: 	Isaiah 42: 1-9
“Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
    my chosen one in whom I delight;
I will put my Spirit on him,
    and he will bring justice to the nations.
2 He will not shout or cry out,
    or raise his voice in the streets.
3 A bruised reed he will not break,
    and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;
4     he will not falter or be discouraged
till he establishes justice on earth.
    In his teaching the islands will put their hope.”
5 This is what God the LORD says—
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out,
    who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it,
    who gives breath to its people,
    and life to those who walk on it:
6 “I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness;
    I will take hold of your hand.
I will keep you and will make you
    to be a covenant for the people
    and a light for the Gentiles,
7 to open eyes that are blind,
    to free captives from prison
    and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.
8 “I am the LORD; that is my name!
    I will not yield my glory to another
    or my praise to idols.
9 See, the former things have taken place,
    and new things I declare;
before they spring into being
    I announce them to you.”

This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 



Psalm				Psalm 29
1 Ascribe to the LORD, you heavenly beings,
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
    worship the LORD in the splendour of his holiness.
3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
    the God of glory thunders,
    the LORD thunders over the mighty waters.
4 The voice of the LORD is powerful;
    the voice of the LORD is majestic.
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
    the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.
6 He makes Lebanon leap like a calf,
    Sirion like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the LORD strikes
    with flashes of lightning.
8 The voice of the LORD shakes the desert;
    the LORD shakes the Desert of Kadesh.
9 The voice of the LORD twists the oaks[c]
    and strips the forests bare.
And in his temple all cry, “Glory!”
10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood;
    the LORD is enthroned as King forever.
11 The LORD gives strength to his people;
    the LORD blesses his people with peace.
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit;
 	as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever. 
	Amen. 


Second reading: 			Matthew 3: 13-17
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
[image: Hands holding up a cross

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]





Intercessions
See, he is doing a new thing among us. Lord, bring in your kingdom and renew our hope
Lord of hope, we come with our joys and sorrows, our testing moments and touching moments. As we reflect on the week that’s just passed, fix our thoughts on where we saw glimpses of hope. As we focus on those images, help us to see where you were at work.
Lord, bring in your kingdom and renew our hope.
Lord of hope, sometimes our world feels hope-less. We hear of wars and rumours of wars, especially in Ukraine and the Middle East. Our world seems a place of confusion and unrest, especially in Venezuela and other parts of the western hemisphere. Leaders seem to grasp their power tightly and neglect justice; their words seem to be either black or white, love or hate; there seems to be no desire to compromise or understand each other. Lord of hope, you see all this and you weep. Yet, you also whisper a new way of living: the bruised and broken are tended to, justice is proclaimed, the sick are healed and the captives freed. We remember especially ….. (prayer list) Lord, you came to set us free. Help us to walk in that way of freedom, following your lead and bringing your justice and love to everyone we meet. 
See, he is doing a new thing among us.
Lord, bring in your kingdom and renew our hope.
Lord of hope, we pray for our nation. We pray for those in government, that they may be people of integrity, honesty and peace. We thank you that you came in humility to be our King. May our earthly leaders follow your way of justice and love. We bring to mind a particular area of need in our country right now: give our leaders the courage and diligence to make change happen to the benefit of those who have little chance of making changes for themselves.
See, he is doing a new thing among us.
Lord, bring in your kingdom and renew our hope.
 Lord of hope, at your baptism your Father declared his love and delight in you. We pray for our families now. We thank you for those who bring us joy and name them in our hearts. We pray for those family members who are causing us concern at the moment, through illness or trouble of some sort. Lord, enable us to be bringers of hope to them. We pray for those from whom we might be estranged. Lord, bring hope into our distance and bring us closer. We pray for those who have no family and long to be close to others. Give us eyes to see where there is need and to bring hope and friendship into their loneliness. And we remember those for whom family life is painful and scary. Lord, speak hope into their situations and bring them to places of safety.
See, he is doing a new thing among us.
Lord, bring in your kingdom and renew our hope.
Lord of hope, send us out into a new week refreshed by having spent time worshipping you, renewed in our zeal to bring your kingdom into every situation, startled by the joy that we glimpse unexpectedly and ready to serve you in the good times and the hard. Fill us with the hope that does not disappoint as we welcome you daily into our hearts.
Amen.

Collect for the First Sunday of Epiphany
Eternal Father,
who at the baptism of Jesus
revealed him to be your Son,
anointing him with the Holy Spirit:
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit,
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All 	Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Blessing:

The love of the Lord Jesus 
draw us to himself; 
the power of the Lord Jesus 
strengthen us in his service; 
the joy of the Lord Jesus 
fill our hearts;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us 
and those whom we love and pray for 
today and always. Amen

God, you bring hope today,
as well as to so many through the ages.
May we be open to the hope that you bring:
refreshing, restoring, renewing,
and be ready to share that hope with others.
Amen.	
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Common Worship: Daily Prayer; are all copyright © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.





What’s on ….

Bible Study
The next Bible study will be on Monday 12 January at The Cottage Washfield at 2.30pm with Tim Gorringe. 

Exe Valley Community Lunch
Our next lunch is on Thursday 15 January at Withleigh Village Hall, 12.30pm. Please let the office know if you will be able to join us and if you need transport.

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 


Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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