Morning Prayer on The Secon Sunday of Christmas
Sunday 4 January 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 



Preparation
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you  
All 	and also with you. 
O Lord, open our lips  
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

God of light, we look around and we see your brightness shining:
shining in the dark places, shining in the forgotten
places, shining with power, warmth, and grace.
Please shine on us today, and help us be prepared
to shine our light for all people.
Amen.
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	The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 
All	Amen. 

A prayer of confession
Abundant God,
forgive us when we are jealous of the gifts of others
and fear being deemed less important:
shine your light of reassurance on us, we pray.
Forgive us when we do not shine our light to others
and do not rise up and confront the dark corners of our world:
shine your light of challenge on us, we pray.
Forgive us when the treasures you have entrusted to us
stay in our treasure chests and are not shared:
shine your light of generosity on us, we pray.
Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness
May the God of light and healing
lift up our eyes and help us see where we can share our gifts;
lift up our hearts and help us to feel the pain of others;
lift up our lives and help us to give where there is need;
that with sins forgiven and confidence restored,
we may serve you and those around us,
in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
The Word of God
First reading: 	Isaiah 60: 1-6
60 “Arise, shine, for your light has come,
    and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.
2 See, darkness covers the earth
    and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the LORD rises upon you
    and his glory appears over you.
3 Nations will come to your light,
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you:
    All assemble and come to you;
your sons come from afar,
    and your daughters are carried on the hip.
5 Then you will look and be radiant,
    your heart will throb and swell with joy;
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
    to you the riches of the nations will come.
6 Herds of camels will cover your land,
    young camels of Midian and Ephah.
And all from Sheba will come,
    bearing gold and incense
    and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.

This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 



Psalm				Psalm 72
1 Endow the king with your justice, O God,
    the royal son with your righteousness.
2 May he judge your people in righteousness,
    your afflicted ones with justice.
3 May the mountains bring prosperity to the people,
    the hills the fruit of righteousness.
4 May he defend the afflicted among the people
    and save the children of the needy;
    may he crush the oppressor.
5 May he endure[a] as long as the sun,
    as long as the moon, through all generations.
6 May he be like rain falling on a mown field,
    like showers watering the earth.
7 In his days may the righteous flourish
    and prosperity abound till the moon is no more.
8 May he rule from sea to sea
    and from the River[b] to the ends of the earth.
9 May the desert tribes bow before him
    and his enemies lick the dust.
10 May the kings of Tarshish and of distant shores
    bring tribute to him.
May the kings of Sheba and Seba
    present him gifts.
11 May all kings bow down to him
    and all nations serve him.
12 For he will deliver the needy who cry out,
    the afflicted who have no one to help.
13 He will take pity on the weak and the needy
    and save the needy from death.
14 He will rescue them from oppression and violence,
    for precious is their blood in his sight.
15 Long may he live!
    May gold from Sheba be given him.
May people ever pray for him
    and bless him all day long.
16 May grain abound throughout the land;
    on the tops of the hills may it sway.
May the crops flourish like Lebanon
    and thrive[c] like the grass of the field.
17 May his name endure forever;
    may it continue as long as the sun.
Then all nations will be blessed through him,[d]
    and they will call him blessed.
18 Praise be to the LORD God, the God of Israel,
    who alone does marvelous deeds.
19 Praise be to his glorious name forever;
    may the whole earth be filled with his glory.
Amen and Amen.
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit;
 	as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever. 
	Amen. 


Second reading: 			Matthew 2: 1-12
2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
Eternal God,
whose birth in human form we have celebrated and welcomed, we gather our thoughts and prayers for those in need at the dawning of this new year; as the old year passes we embrace the new.
This New Year.
This is our prayer
We pray this day for those who have spent a lonely Christmas and lonely New Year; may those who turn to you in prayer find comfort and peace.
This New Year.
This is our prayer
We pray for those with no family to turn to, no friends to support them, no neighbours who care; may they find inner strength for the day ahead and companionship in knowing you.
This New Year.
This is our prayer
We pray for those whose Christmas and New Year celebrations have been to excess and yet it brings them no peace, no love, no joy, no purpose and gives them no meaning to life.
This New Year.
This is our prayer
We pray for those whose homes feel empty or changed as the result of the death of a loved one. Those surrounded by the grief of loss through illness or violence. For all those whose Christmas celebrations and New Year revelling is indelibly scarred by the death of others. We pray for the families and friends of those who have died in the tragic fire in Switzerland on New Year’s eve and for the all the young people in hospital with life changing injuries.
This New Year.
This is our prayer
We pray for those whose illness weighs them down in these long dark days of winter. Those who face another year of pain, discomfort and uncertainty because of waiting lists and NHS crises.
This New Year.
This is our prayer
We pray for workers who feel compelled to strike to get a better standard of living, to keep their heads above water. For all those negotiating pay and conditions and all those refusing to change their stance. Give us all compassion and care that trenches are not dug and disruptions prolonged.
This New Year.
This is our prayer
We pray for peacekeepers around the world who strive to bring order out of chaos; who strive to turn spears into plough shares; who strive to bring civility to cruelty and abuse.
This New Year.
This is our prayer
We pray for those areas of the world in crisis either natural or manmade as this new year unfolds: Ukraine, Afghanistan, US and Canada, Somalia, Ethiopia, Congo, Haiti, South Sudan, Syria and the Holy Land. May this year be the time for conflicts to be resolved, care shown and equality sort for. 
This New Year.
This is our prayer
There is a time and there is a season, for us now may this be the time to reach out in thought and word and deed to those for whom we have prayed. Amen.

Collect for the Second Sunday of Christmas 
God our Father,
in love you sent your Son
that the world may have life:
lead us to seek him among the outcast
and to find him in those in need,
for Jesus Christ’s sake.
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All 	Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Blessing:

The love of the Lord Jesus 
draw us to himself; 
the power of the Lord Jesus 
strengthen us in his service; 
the joy of the Lord Jesus 
fill our hearts;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us 
and those whom we love and pray for 
today and always. Amen

May we see God’s light
shining in dark places this week.
May we have the confidence and energy
to arise and to shine God’s light
to those we see and meet,
so that all people might know Jesus
who is the light of the world.
Amen.
	
	             Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England; Common Worship: Pastoral Services; 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer; are all copyright © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.


What’s on ….

Bible Study
The next Bible study will be on Monday 12 January at The Cottage Washfield at 2.30pm with Tim Gorringe. 

Exe Valley Community Lunch
Our next lunch is on Thursday 15 January at Withleigh Village Hall, 12.30pm. Please let the office know if you will be able to join us and if you need transport.

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 


Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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