Morning Prayer 		The First Sunday of Christmas
Sunday 28 December 2025 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 


Preparation
I bring you good news of great joy: 
All	a Saviour has been born to you. Alleluia. 
Unto us a child is born.
All	Unto us a Son is given. Alleluia. 

He is Christ the Lord. Alleluia.
All	We worship and adore him. Alleluia. 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God,
creator of heaven and earth, 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As your living Word, eternal in heaven, 
assumed the frailty of our mortal flesh, 
may the light of your love be born in us 
to fill our hearts with joy as we sing: 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
All			Blessed be God for ever. 


A Song of the Bride
1    I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,  
my soul shall exult in my God;
2    Who has clothed me with the garments of salvation,  
and has covered me with the cloak of integrity,
3    As a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,  
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
4    For as the earth puts forth her blossom,  
and as seeds in the garden spring up,
5    So shall God make righteousness and praise  
blossom before all the nations.
6    For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,  
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
7    Until her deliverance shines out like the dawn,  
and her salvation as a burning torch.
8    The nations shall see your deliverance,  
and all rulers shall see your glory;
9    Then you shall be called by a new name  
which the mouth of God will give.
10  You shall be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord,  
a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
Isaiah 61.10,11; 62.1-3
All   Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.


Act of Penitence
In the light of Christmas,
in the light of the gift of Christ Jesus our Lord,
in the light of all this goodness and joy,
we want to cast off our failings:
our failure to stand with others in their weeping and sorrow,
our turning away from the pain of others,
our cowardice in the face of injustice and violence
that affects the weakest and poorest the most.
Forgive us, Lord, and change our hearts.
Amen.
 
		Assurance of forgiveness
God assures us that the dark shadows of our wrongs
are wiped away, our sins forgiven, our slate wiped clean.
With the gift of forgiveness, let us live in the light.
Amen.
	The Word was made flesh and lived among us:
All  and we have seen his glory.

Psalmody
Refrain	Remember the marvels the Lord has done.

1 Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name;
    make known among the nations what he has done.

2 Sing to him, sing praise to him;
    tell of all his wonderful acts.

3 Glory in his holy name;
    let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.

4 Look to the LORD and his strength;
    seek his face always.

5 Remember the wonders he has done,
    his miracles, and the judgments he pronounced,

6 you his servants, the descendants of Abraham,
    his chosen ones, the children of Jacob.

Refrain	Remember the marvels the Lord has done.
7 He is the LORD our God;
    his judgments are in all the earth.

8 He remembers his covenant forever,
    the promise he made, for a thousand generations,

9 the covenant he made with Abraham,
    the oath he swore to Isaac.

10 He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree,
    to Israel as an everlasting covenant:

11 “To you I will give the land of Canaan
    as the portion you will inherit.”

Refrain	Remember the marvels the Lord has done.
				God of our earthly pilgrimage, 
				feed your people with the bread of heaven, 
				that we may hunger and thirst for righteousness
 				until we reach our promised land; 
				through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All   		Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
All   		Blessed are those who believe,
for what God has promised will be fulfilled.
 
								  The Word of God
First reading: 	Isaiah 63: 7-9
Praise for Deliverance
7 I will tell of the Lord’s unfailing love.
    I will praise the Lord for all he has done.
I will rejoice in his great goodness to Israel,
    which he has granted according to his mercy and love.
8 He said, “They are my very own people.
    Surely they will not betray me again.”
    And he became their Savior.
9 In all their suffering he also suffered,
    and he personally[a] rescued them.
In his love and mercy he redeemed them.
    He lifted them up and carried them
    through all the years.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Canticle	A Song of God’s Chosen One
Refrain:
All   The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord.
1    There shall come forth a shoot from the stock of Jesse,  
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2    And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,  
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
3    The spirit of counsel and might,  
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
4    He shall not judge by what his eyes see,  
or decide by what his ears hear,
5    But with righteousness he shall judge the poor,  
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth.
6    The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,  
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid.
7    The calf, the lion and the fatling together,  
with a little child to lead them.
8    They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,  
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.
Isaiah 11.1,2,3b-4a,6,9
All   Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
All   The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord.

Second reading:	Matthew 2: 13 - end
13 After the wise men were gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up! Flee to Egypt with the child and his mother,” the angel said. “Stay there until I tell you to return, because Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”
14 That night Joseph left for Egypt with the child and Mary, his mother, 15 and they stayed there until Herod’s death. This fulfilled what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: “I called my Son out of Egypt.” 
16 Herod was furious when he realized that the wise men had outwitted him. He sent soldiers to kill all the boys in and around Bethlehem who were two years old and under, based on the wise men’s report of the star’s first appearance. 17 Herod’s brutal action fulfilled what God had spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:
18 “A cry was heard in Ramah—
    weeping and great mourning.
Rachel weeps for her children,
    refusing to be comforted,
    for they are dead.” 
The Return to Nazareth
19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt. 20 “Get up!” the angel said. “Take the child and his mother back to the land of Israel, because those who were trying to kill the child are dead.”
21 So Joseph got up and returned to the land of Israel with Jesus and his mother. 22 But when he learned that the new ruler of Judea was Herod’s son Archelaus, he was afraid to go there. Then, after being warned in a dream, he left for the region of Galilee. 23 So the family went and lived in a town called Nazareth. This fulfilled what the prophets had said: “He will be called a Nazarene.”

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
[image: Hands holding up a cross
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Intercessions
Lord, we pray for all those affected by tyranny,
the children who are victims of someone else’s war,
someone else’s prejudice, someone else’s cruelty.
We grieve over the violence in our world
and the suffering of the innocent.

We ask for your help, Lord,
you who have also suffered,
you who see far more than we ever can,
right into the deepest darkness.

Lord, we lift the grieving, the despairing,
the casualties of humanity’s horrors,
and plead their cause to you today.

We pray for the children stolen
and given weapons to bear;
for those enslaved, violated, abused.

We pray for the mothers and fathers
who could not save their children,
whose lives are a lament over what they have lost.

O God of love, hear us,
O God of light, vanquish the darkness.
Come, our great rescuer,
and make your presence known.
In Jesus’ name
Amen.

Collect of the day 
Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image
and yet more wonderfully restored us 
through your Son Jesus Christ:
grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, 
so we may share the life of his divinity; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.
All	Amen.    


The Lord’s Prayer 
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

All 	Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. 
Amen. 


A sending out prayer
Lord, at this time of bright lights and celebrations,
thank you for the joy and blessings of the season.
Please help us as we go to remain mindful
of those who see more darkness than light
and feel more sorrow than joy.
Help us to do all we can to show them your love.
Amen.

Blessing 
May God, who has called us out of darkness 
into his marvellous light, 
bless us and fill us with peace. 
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us 
and those we love and pray for 
now and always. 
All			Amen. 


Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England; Common Worship: Pastoral Services; 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer; are all copyright © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England. 
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