Morning Prayer on Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Sunday 21th December 2025 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 
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		Preparation
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you  
All 	and also with you. 
O Lord, open our lips  
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

	We gather, as Advent draws to a close:
	Come Jesus, be with us.
	In the stillness of the night:
	Come Jesus, be with us.
	In the movement of the day:
	Come Jesus, be with us.
	In the rest and balm of sleep:
	Come Jesus, be with us.
	In the activity of our waking:
	Come Jesus, be with us.
	As Advent draws to a close and Christmas dawns:
	Come Jesus, be with us.
	Amen.
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	The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 
All	Amen. 

A prayer of confession
In the darkness of our days, when light seems far away:
bring us back, O God! Show us your mercy and we will be saved.
When our sins seem to surround us and drown out our good:
bring us back, O God! Show us your mercy and we will be saved.
When we are overwhelmed and pained by what we have done:
bring us back, O God! Show us your mercy and we will be saved.
Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness
The Almighty God brings us from the depths of
our sorrow and shame,
saves us, redeems us, renews and refreshes us.
Go in peace, go in joy, go in love, go in the light,
knowing God has forgiven you and gifted you life.
Amen.

The Word of God
First reading: 	Isaiah 7: 10-16
10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.”
12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test.”
13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of humans? Will you try the patience of my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel. 15 He will be eating curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, 16 for before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste.
This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 



Psalm				Psalm 80: 1-7,17-19
1 Hear us, Shepherd of Israel,
    you who lead Joseph like a flock.
You who sit enthroned between the cherubim,
    shine forth 2 before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.
Awaken your might;
    come and save us.
3 Restore us, O God;
    make your face shine on us,
    that we may be saved.
4 How long, LORD God Almighty,
    will your anger smoulder
    against the prayers of your people?
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears;
    you have made them drink tears by the bowlful.
6 You have made us an object of derision to our neighbours,
    and our enemies mock us.
7 Restore us, God Almighty;
    make your face shine on us,
    that we may be saved.
17 Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand,
    the son of man you have raised up for yourself.
18 Then we will not turn away from you;
    revive us, and we will call on your name.
19 Restore us, LORD God Almighty;
    make your face shine on us,
    that we may be saved.


	Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit;
 	as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever. 
	Amen. 


Second reading: 			Matthew 1: 18-25
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
Bring hope, peace, courage and comfort to all.
God of Unity and Diversity
At this time of year when we think especially of those close to us, we pray for those who are a long way from the country of their birth and from those they love.
Joining with the UN on International Migrants Day, we remember those denied dignity and safety and those who are exploited and abused. We pray for fairer, clearer and more inclusive migration systems.
Come Lord Jesus. Be with those who make journeys and those who make policies.
Bring hope, peace, courage and comfort to all.
We pray for our divided world, that the music of tolerance would ring out more loudly than the bullets of hatred. 
We pray especially for the victims of the Bondi Beach shooting: for the injured, the grieving and for the whole community impacted so terribly.
We pray for all those who are victims of violence and especially young people who have lost their lives to gun and knife crimes.
We pray for juveniles convicted of violent crimes, for mentors to guide them and for role models to inspire them.
Come Lord Jesus. Be with those who are traumatised and those who are afraid.
Bring hope, peace, courage and comfort to all.
We pray for our NHS: For all those struggling to care for the volume of patients entrusted to them; for those hospitalised with flu and life-threatening illnesses; and for all those afraid that their treatment will be impacted or their appointments cancelled by the Resident Doctors' strike.
We pray for those who will be working over Christmas, and those on call.
Come Lord Jesus. Be with those who are overwhelmed by responsibilities and those who are vulnerable.
Bring hope, peace, courage and comfort to all.
We pray for King Charles and all those whose journey through illness is very public and for those who face their journey alone. We pray especially for …….
We pray for those who know this will be their last Christmas; those who fear that it might be; and those who are celebrating their first Christmas with someone they love.
Come Lord Jesus. Be with those who are joyful and those who are sad.
Bring hope, peace, courage and comfort to all.
And on this shortest day of the year we pray for one another and for the light of Christ to shine brightly in our hearts. We pray for our families, our friends, and our communities. May these last days before Christmas bring opportunities to heal broken relationships; reflect on our journey of faith amidst the tyranny of undone tasks; and give and receive God's precious gift of love.
In Jesus' name,
Amen

Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Eternal God,
as Mary waited for the birth of your Son,
so we wait for his coming in glory;
bring us through the birth pangs of this present age
to see, with her, our great salvation
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All 	Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

We praise you, Almighty God, for walking with us through Advent.
We praise and thank you:
that you have guided us and shown us the way;
that you have revealed yourself in the expected and unexpected;
that you have been balm to our pain and companion in our joy;
that we have seen prophecies fulfilled, promises upheld;
that we have glimpsed hope in the desperate times;
that in death there is life, where there is loss there is gain;
that tears of sadness can be transformed to tears of joy.
We praise you for the greatness of your transforming power.
And, as we wait for Christmas Day, we shout:
Come, Jesus, be with us.
Amen.

Blessing:

The love of the Lord Jesus 
draw us to himself; 
the power of the Lord Jesus 
strengthen us in his service; 
the joy of the Lord Jesus 
fill our hearts;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us 
and those whom we love and pray for 
today and always. Amen
	
	             Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England; Common Worship: Pastoral Services; 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer; are all copyright © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.


What’s on ….

Bible Study
The next Bible study will be on Monday 12 January at The Cottage Washfield at 2.30pm with Tim Gorringe. 

Exe Valley Community Lunch
Our next lunch is on Thursday 15 January at Withleigh Village Hall, 12.30pm. Please let the office know if you will be able to join us and if you need transport.

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 


Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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