Morning Prayer on Second Sunday of Advent 
Sunday 7th December 2025 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 
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Preparation
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you  
All 	and also with you. 
O Lord, open our lips  
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Come, Jesus, show us the way,
lead us to greater depths of faith,
with stronger ties that bind us to your way.
Come, Jesus, show us the way,
amid the chaos and Christmas busyness,
turmoil and panic,
parcels and paper and presents and tape,
come, Jesus, show us the way.
Amen.	
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	The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 
All	Amen. 

A prayer of confession
Advent God,
John the Baptist called the people to turn from their sins.
We come to you to confess what we have done, and failed to do,
things that shame and distress us and don’t show others the way to you. 
We fail to meet the vision of Isaiah, who prophesied a new king
and a world living in peace and harmony.
We confess our failings, seek forgiveness and yearn to follow
a kinder and more generous life, revealing you to those we meet.
Advent God, forgive us we pray.
Amen.
 Assurance of forgiveness
Our God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
God of the psalmists, of Isaiah, of disciples and apostles,
of all those who have gone before us in faith,
you hear our prayers and send us onward on our journey,
forgiven and loved.
Amen.
 The Word of God
First reading: 	Isaiah 11: 1-10
11 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
    the Spirit of counsel and of might,
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—
3 and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
    or decide by what he hears with his ears;
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
5 Righteousness will be his belt
    and faithfulness the sash around his waist.
6 The wolf will live with the lamb,
    the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling[a] together;
    and a little child will lead them.
7 The cow will feed with the bear,
    their young will lie down together,
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den,
    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.
9 They will neither harm nor destroy
    on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD
    as the waters cover the sea.
10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious.
This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 


Psalm				Psalm 72: 1-7,18-19
1 Endow the king with your justice, O God,
    the royal son with your righteousness.
2 May he judge your people in righteousness,
    your afflicted ones with justice.
3 May the mountains bring prosperity to the people,
    the hills the fruit of righteousness.
4 May he defend the afflicted among the people
    and save the children of the needy;
    may he crush the oppressor.
5 May he endure[a] as long as the sun,
    as long as the moon, through all generations.
6 May he be like rain falling on a mown field,
    like showers watering the earth.
7 In his days may the righteous flourish
    and prosperity abound till the moon is no more.
18 Praise be to the LORD God, the God of Israel,
    who alone does marvelous deeds.
19 Praise be to his glorious name forever;
    may the whole earth be filled with his glory.
Amen and Amen.
		Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit;
 	as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever. 
	Amen. 


Second reading: 			Matthew 3: 1-12
3 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
    make straight paths for him.’”[a]
4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
11 “I baptize you with[b] water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with[c] the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
Come Jesus, show us all the way
God of our Advent journey
We pray for a spirit of wisdom and understanding for world leaders and their advisors,
For those whose nations are  disfigured by violence and war... for those in Ukraine, Russia, Sudan, Israel and Palestine.
We pray for those negotiating peace initiatives and those who seek power at any cost.
We pray for the leaders trying to rebuild trust and infrastructures after years of civil war and brutality.
We pray especially for those conflicts where peace seems so far off and hatreds so raw.
We pray for those leaders who are subject  to unfair pressure from those who are more powerful.
For those seeking to balance support for incoming refugees with the needs of their own vulnerable citizens.
For those tackling corruption, poverty and civil unrest,
And for those who are the cause of all those things.
Come Lord Jesus show us all the way of truth, justice and peace.
 
We pray for nations overwhelmed by flooding and deadly weather conditions.
Especially we pray for the people of Indonesia and Sri Lanka.
And for all who are struggling to deal with the devastation left in the wake of cyclones and storms.
We continue to pray too for the victims of the terrible fire in Hong Kong, for those still missing and for their families and friends.
We pray for all places of tragedy especially those which disappear quickly from the news but where suffering is ongoing and terrible.
Come Lord Jesus and show us all the way of restoration, healing and peace.

We pray for the leaders of our churches and our local communities,
For a spirit of knowledge and a heart to serve those entrusted to their care.
Especially those who live alone, those whose circumstances are desperate and those searching for meaning and hope. We remember especially …..
Come Lord Jesus and show us all the way of hospitality, friendship and peace.

We pray for those we know whose Advent journey is slow and painful.
For those weighed down by anxiety, by grief, by ill health.
Come Lord Jesus and show us all the way of courage, hope and peace.

And we pray for one another,
That we would use our voices positively,
Our time creatively,
And our resources generously,
This Advent and always,
In Jesus' name,
Amen

Collect for the Second Sunday of Advent 
Almighty God,
purify our hearts and minds,
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again
   as judge and saviour
we may be ready to receive him,
who is our Lord and our God.


The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All 	Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

We give thanks, this Advent season, that you move among us,
	inspiring us to greater depths so that we are eager to say again,
	‘Come, Lord Jesus, come’.
	We look forward to Christmas, the giving and sharing,
	the trimmings and trifles, but most of all to welcoming you,
	Lord Jesus, the one who shows us a better way to live.
	We give thanks for the witnesses to you who have gone before us
	and we are grateful to stand in that lineage
	and to pass on faith to those who will come after us.
	With praise and thanksgiving in our hearts we journey
	this Advent in eager expectation of your coming among us.
	Come Jesus, show us the way.
	Amen.

Blessing:

The love of the Lord Jesus 
draw us to himself; 
the power of the Lord Jesus 
strengthen us in his service; 
the joy of the Lord Jesus 
fill our hearts;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us 
and those whom we love and pray for 
today and always. Amen

	
	             Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England; Common Worship: Pastoral Services; 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer; are all copyright © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.


What’s on ….

Bible Study
The next Bible study will be on Monday 8 December at The Cottage Washfield at 2.30pm with Tim Gorringe. We are looking at Genesis 1-11.

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 


Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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