Morning Prayer on Second Sunday before Advent 
Sunday 16th November 2025 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 
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Preparation
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you  
All 	and also with you. 
O Lord, open our lips  
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

The Lord is King! Earth be glad!
Rejoice, rejoice!
God rules with righteousness and justice.
Lord Almighty, you are ruler of all the earth.
We remember what you have done, we give you thanks
and we come now to worship you.
Amen.

	
	The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 
All	Amen. 


A prayer of confession
I’m sorry God if I’ve missed the point of being a Christian.
I’m sorry God if I have wavered in my faith,
wandered from the path and followed the wrong group.
I’m sorry God if I’ve caused hurt and pain to those who love me.
I’m sorry God if I have been lazy in my faith and witness to you.
I’m sorry God for all of this and I ask you to forgive me.
Amen.
 Assurance of forgiveness
The Almighty God, who never fails us, hears our prayers,
our confession and our sorrow and gives us now
the assurance that our sins are forgiven.
Thanks be to God.
Amen.

 The Word of God
First reading: 	2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13
Warning Against Idleness
6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from every believer who is idle and disruptive and does not live according to the teaching[a] you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, labouring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.”
11 We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are busybodies. 12 Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the food they eat. 13 And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire of doing what is good.
This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 


Psalm				Psalm 98
1 Sing to the LORD a new song,
    for he has done marvelous things;
his right hand and his holy arm
    have worked salvation for him.
2 The LORD has made his salvation known
    and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3 He has remembered his love
    and his faithfulness to Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen
    the salvation of our God.
4 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
    burst into jubilant song with music;
5 make music to the LORD with the harp,
    with the harp and the sound of singing,
6 with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn—
    shout for joy before the LORD, the King.
7 Let the sea resound, and everything in it,
    the world, and all who live in it.
8 Let the rivers clap their hands,
    let the mountains sing together for joy;
9 let them sing before the LORD,
    for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness
    and the peoples with equity.

		Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit;
All 	as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever. 
	Amen. 


Second reading: 			Luke 21: 5-19
5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6 “As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down.”
7 “Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?”
8 He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. 9 When you hear of wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away.”
10 Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.
12 “But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. 13 And so you will bear testimony to me. 14 But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15 For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17 Everyone will hate you because of me. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 Stand firm, and you will win life.
This is the word of the Lord.  
All 	Thanks be to God 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions

Lord God of what was and what is yet to come, today we focus on you in our now.
On this Safeguarding Sunday we lift before you all those people in need of protection and support. We pray for all ages who are neglected, trafficked, abused, exploited, wrongly accused and marginalised, here and around the world.
We pray for all people and organisations seeking to protect and support the vulnerable. Be with those organisations who walk our streets seeking to help the lost and the homeless escape a life of loneliness, danger, and emptiness.
Lord God in our now, we pray for all your suffering people; for all offering a helping hand and renewed hope. Turn drab monochrome lives into ones of colour.
Lord God, we pray for your church. Break down barriers. Where there are divisions bring unity, that we may be effective witnesses drawing others to your truth and salvation.
Lord God in our now, dispel darkness. Help us to discern fake and distorted truths within all areas of life in order that we may live in truth and be your guiding light in today’s world.
Lord God, as Cop30 takes place in Brazil we lift before you all global climate issues. As our planet warms up, reducing polar ice caps, we see more winds, wild fires, droughts, and floods. We pray for the Philippines and Vietnam hit by typhoons. And for Jamaica still reeling from Hurricane Melissa.
As well as climate issues affecting our world, we also pray for an end to the destruction wrought by war. Bring peace to areas of war and conflict. We think of Ukraine, Palestine, Syria, and Tanzania.
Lord God in our now, we pray for peace in the world, that we may live in harmony, knowing your comfort and compassion. We ask your hand and guidance on all who attempt to bring peace. Help us all be better peacemakers and stewards of our planet, our country, our nation, and our own communities.
Lord God, we pray for our own environments. May those in authority look to you and govern diligently and with true transparency.
We ask for your hand on our local hospitals and the crises in A&E departments where people line corridors and ambulances queue to discharge patients before returning to respond to further calls. We lift before you all living in constant pain, be it physical or emotional. We prayer for and remember those in our community ….(prayer list)
We pray for all in our communities exhausted from working two and three jobs just to make ends meet in today’s financial turmoil. We pray for all who desire to work but for whatever reason, are unable to do so.
Lord God in our now, have mercy and meet all needs. Help us all to live proactively for you, helping where we can as we await your return.
Amen.

Collect for the Second Sunday before Advent 
Heavenly Lord,
you long for the world’s salvation:
stir us from apathy,
restrain us from excess
and revive in us new hope
that all creation will one day be healed
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All 	Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 


Blessing:

The love of the Lord Jesus 
draw us to himself; 
the power of the Lord Jesus 
strengthen us in his service; 
the joy of the Lord Jesus 
fill our hearts;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us 
and those whom we love and pray for 
today and always. Amen

	God of spring and summer, autumn and winter: we adore you.
	God of past and present and times to come: we adore you.
	God of the darkest night and the brightest day: we adore you.
	God of love and peace and hope and joy: we adore you.
	God of all times and all places: we adore you now.
	Amen.
	
	             Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England; Common Worship: Pastoral Services; 
Common Worship: Daily Prayer; are all copyright © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



What’s on ….

Exe Valley Community Lunch
Our next lunch is on Thursday 4 December at Withleigh Village Hall, 12.30pm. Please let the office know if you will be able to join us and if you need transport.

Bible Study
The next Bible study will be on Monday 8 December at The Cottage Washfield at 2.30pm with Tim Gorringe. We are looking at Genesis 1-11.

Advent Songs & Supper
Please join us for Advent Songs & Supper at Oakford Village Hall on 30 November @ 6.00pm.
Welcome in the Advent Season with the EVMC pop-up choir, poems, local talent and supper. Please let the office know if you will be joining us.

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 

Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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