Bible study on Deuteronomy 34:1-12 - Living legacy

Begin with an opening prayer
Lord, we are conscious of your greatness 
through all time and space. 
In our brief span of time, 
help us to nurture the faith we have received 
and pass on a legacy of faithful witness 
to those who come after us.  
Amen. 
 
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.

Deuteronomy 34:1-12
34 Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, across from Jericho. There the LORD showed him the whole land—from Gilead to Dan, 2 all of Naphtali, the territory of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Mediterranean Sea, 3 the Negev and the whole region from the Valley of Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as Zoar. 4 Then the LORD said to him, “This is the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob when I said, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it.”
5 And Moses the servant of the LORD died there in Moab, as the LORD had said. 6 He buried him[a] in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave is. 7 Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor his strength gone. 8 The Israelites grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days, until the time of weeping and mourning was over.
9 Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit[b] of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did what the LORD had commanded Moses.
10 Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, 11 who did all those signs and wonders the LORD sent him to do in Egypt—to Pharaoh and to all his officials and to his whole land. 12 For no one has ever shown the mighty power or performed the awesome deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.

Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once, or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.

Bible notes

With this concluding act of Moses’ life, we reach the end of the story of Israel’s formation as God’s people. Moses has been integral to the fulfilment of the promise, ‘I will take you as my people, and I will be your God’ (Exodus 6:7). It is fitting that he is described in exalted terms: ‘Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses’ (Deuteronomy 34:10). Moses’ intimacy with God was seen as unique. But Moses had said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people’ (Deuteronomy 18:15). The uniqueness and the hope for successors are held together in Numbers 12:6-8, ‘When there are prophets among you, I the Lord make myself known to them in visions’, but Moses ‘beholds the form of the Lord’. 
Moses and Aaron were told they would not enter the Promised Land because they did not trust God at the waters of Meribah (Numbers 20:12). Aaron died soon afterwards (20:28) and, although Moses prayed that he would be allowed to cross over and see the good land, his intercession for himself was not welcomed, ‘Enough from you!’ (Deuteronomy 3:23-26). This is difficult to understand. Perhaps the unique Moses, so close to God on the journey, has already entered God’s rest, symbolised by no one knowing the whereabouts of his body. And God is already raising up the living legacy of a successor, Joshua ‘full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on him’.

Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
Dolly Parton says that she wants her memory to be honoured by a foundation to help ensure that people become literate. She grew up in circumstances in which many people did not have that opportunity. What a legacy to leave behind. It could be described as a ‘living legacy’. At Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee, her wish was that trees should be planted for the future. There may be a statue erected, but the trees will be a living legacy, along with the values she represented. What makes a good ‘living legacy’? 
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· What strikes you about this image?
· What is Moses’ legacy? How has his story impacted your life?
· What would you like your faith legacy to be? What would you  like to pass on?
 
A prayer to end
Lord, 
thank you for those who have gone before 
and the legacy they have left in our lives. 
Help us to live lives worthy of you, 
living legacies changing this world for the better. 
May we see people and places this week 
where we can pass on all you have given us. 
Amen. 
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