Reflection on Exodus 17:1-7- Moses the middleman
Begin with an opening prayer
Lord, we come together here to be with you.
We thank you for listening to us.
Help us to listen to others 
and to speak up for those who can’t speak for themselves. 
In the name of Jesus, who speaks up for us. 
Amen. 
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
Exodus 17: 1-7
17 The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 So they quarrelled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”
Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?”
3 But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?”
4 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.”
5 The LORD answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the place Massah and Meribah because the Israelites quarrelled and because they tested the LORD saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”
Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once, or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes
This is the only one of our nine readings from Exodus that mentions Moses’ staff, although it is a significant feature of his story. At the burning bush, Moses hesitated. ‘But suppose they do not believe me or listen to me?’ and was asked to throw his shepherd’s staff to the ground. On the ground it was a serpent, but grasped by the tail it was again a staff. Moses was sent back to Egypt, ‘Take in your hand this staff, with which you shall perform the signs’ (4:1-17). Striking the Nile with his staff Moses turned it into life-destroying blood (7:19).  
Here, in chapter 17, Moses releases life-giving water by striking the rock with his staff. With his humble staff, the shepherd Moses effects God’s awe-inspiring purposes. But the story of the staff says more about the challenges for the middleman, who cries out to the Lord on behalf of his thirsty people (v.4), and acts for God in meeting their needs. When Moses is told to take the people towards the sea, God says, ‘You lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it’ (14:16), but on reaching the sea ‘Moses stretched out his hand over the sea’ (14:21). Is he now able to trust God completely, without his wonder-working staff? 
In the account in Numbers 20:1-13 of the waters of Meribah, God tells Moses to ‘take the staff’ but only to ‘command the rock’, but Moses ‘struck the rock twice with his staff’. Water gushes out, but Moses and Aaron are told that ‘because you did not trust me’ they will not enter the Promised Land. This perhaps suggests the danger for any ministers who might forget that their skills are a gift from God. The pressure to respond to the complaints of the people perhaps led to Moses and Aaron relying on what had worked before. 

Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
The word ‘advocate’ means to be a voice for or to plead on someone else’s behalf. Vulnerable people, such as children in care or adults who lack capacity, often have advocates to make sure they’re being cared for and listened to. In today’s reading, it’s more that Moses needs to remind the people to listen to God! Are we able to be honest with God? Do we listen to what God has to say? It’s reassuring that God always looked after the Israelites, however much they grumbled! Can we think of people who need us to advocate for them? 
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
[image: Woman operating vintage switchboard]
· When have you felt like you would like to complain to God? 
· When you pray, do you expect to hear an answer? 
· Are there times when you have been amazed by God’s answer to prayer? Have you shared this with others? 
 
 
 A prayer to end
God, 
as we go out from this place, 
help us to remember all the good things you have given us. 
Would we be people who show others your goodness, 
just as Moses and Jesus did. 
As bridge-builders, mediators and intercessors, 
would we bring God’s kingdom on earth. 
Amen.
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