Reflection on Exodus 12:1-14 – Get ready for God
Begin with an opening prayer
Lord, help us to sing a new song: 
a song of love, not quarrelling; 
a song of light, not darkness; 
a song of joy, not sorrow. 
Help us to remember your love for us, 
as we praise you with music and dancing. 
Amen. 
 
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
Exodus 12: 1-14
12 While the Israelites were still in the land of Egypt, the LORD gave the following instructions to Moses and Aaron: 2 “From now on, this month will be the first month of the year for you. 3 Announce to the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each family must choose a lamb or a young goat for a sacrifice, one animal for each household. 4 If a family is too small to eat a whole animal, let them share with another family in the neighbourhood. Divide the animal according to the size of each family and how much they can eat. 5 The animal you select must be a one-year-old male, either a sheep or a goat, with no defects.
6 “Take special care of this chosen animal until the evening of the fourteenth day of this first month. Then the whole assembly of the community of Israel must slaughter their lamb or young goat at twilight. 7 They are to take some of the blood and smear it on the sides and top of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the animal. 8 That same night they must roast the meat over a fire and eat it along with bitter salad greens and bread made without yeast. 9 Do not eat any of the meat raw or boiled in water. The whole animal—including the head, legs, and internal organs—must be roasted over a fire. 10 Do not leave any of it until the next morning. Burn whatever is not eaten before morning.
11 “These are your instructions for eating this meal: Be fully dressed, wear your sandals, and carry your walking stick in your hand. Eat the meal with urgency, for this is the LORD’s Passover. 12 On that night I will pass through the land of Egypt and strike down every firstborn son and firstborn male animal in the land of Egypt. I will execute judgment against all the gods of Egypt, for I am the LORD! 13 But the blood on your doorposts will serve as a sign, marking the houses where you are staying. When I see the blood, I will pass over you. This plague of death will not touch you when I strike the land of Egypt.
14 “This is a day to remember. Each year, from generation to generation, you must celebrate it as a special festival to the LORD. This is a law for all time. 
 
Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once, or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes

The Book of Exodus tells the story of God’s people, Israel, with the purpose of retelling and passing it down through the generations, bringing to life the details to help hearers find meaning in their own context. Here, the Passover instructions are given for two reasons: First, to ensure the Israelites are protected from the terrifying night of destruction and to prepare them to escape from Pharaoh (vv.29-36); second, as the ongoing instructions for the Passover feast that will commemorate this act of God for generations to come. This ensures the past is remembered: ‘When your children ask you, “What do you mean by this observance?” you shall say, “It is the passover sacrifice to the Lord, for he passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt”’ (vv.26-27). 
The instructions include what to do – select, slaughter and eat the lamb and things not to do – eat it raw or boiled, keep the leftovers for the morning. This combination of positive and negative commands anticipates God giving the Law to Moses, later in Exodus, with its detailed and specific instructions. God also does something – he strikes down the firstborn of the Egyptians. God also does not do something – he passes over the Israelites who are told, ‘No plague shall destroy you’ (v.13). After this dreadful night, when the Egyptians lose their firstborn children, there is a new intimacy between God and Israel. They were ready to become children of God – the one who gives them life through the Law (Deuteronomy 30:19-20). 
 
Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
Uncertainty and risk are an inevitable part of life. The challenge is how to respond to chance and change. The people were to eat the Passover hurriedly, with sandals on their feet and staffs in their hands, ready for God’s coming. Our experiences are often unsettling, but reaching for the hand of God as we face change can renew us in faith and forgiveness, peace and purpose. 
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· Do you like to prepare well in advance or get things ready at the last minute?
· What might it mean to be ready for God?
· Is it easy to keep being ready as you wait?
 
 
 A prayer to end 
Lord, now we’re Ready to follow you, 
we’re all Set to carry your message, 
and Go out into the world, 
spreading your love and peace. 
Amen.  
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