Reflection on Genesis 32:22-31- I will not let you go
Begin with an opening prayer
Almighty God,
you know us intimately and all we are going through this week.
Help us to meet with you today
and not leave until you have blessed us.
Amen.
 
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
Genesis 32: 22-31 
22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants and his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. 24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.”
But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”
27 The man asked him, “What is your name?”
“Jacob,” he answered.
28 Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.”
29 Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.”
But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him there.
30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared.”
31 The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip. 32 Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the tendon attached to the socket of the hip, because the socket of Jacob’s hip was touched near the tendon.
Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes

In the earlier part of Genesis 32, Jacob seeks reconciliation with his brother Esau, whom he cheated out of his birthright (see Genesis 25:29-34). But Esau responded to Jacob’s elaborate peace offering by setting out towards Jacob with an army of 400 men! In the previous section of Genesis 32, Jacob has tried to deflect this threat by sending wave after wave of further peace offerings to appease his brother – whole herds of valuable livestock. Jacob is gradually ruining himself to try and buy his way out of his past trickery. But there has been no indication that these gifts have been accepted; as far as Jacob knows, Esau and his army are still bearing down upon him.
Now, as we pick up the story in Genesis 32:22, Jacob has decided to separate his wife, children and everything that he owns from himself, to send them into Esau’s land ahead of him, hoping that Esau will show them mercy. Jacob remains by himself – alone and destitute. But during the night, as he waits, uncertain about the fate of his family, Jacob is accosted by a stranger – a man who wrestles with him until daybreak. At the end of the fight, when Jacob asks the man for a blessing, the man reveals that he is God or at least implies as much with his cryptic renaming of Jacob to ‘Israel’ – one who strives with God.
To us as modern readers, the wrestling match might be understood as a metaphor for those long nights when we feel guilty or troubled and wrestle with God in our hearts. As a whole, the story, including Jacob’s fruitless waves of peace offerings to his brother, might serve as a reminder that we can’t buy our way out of sin; instead, we must be ready to come face to face with God and wrestle with our own iniquities.
 
Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
Where would you go to meet God? A quiet retreat in the countryside? A bench on the coast looking out to sea? Jacob is on a journey, filled with fear and anxiety. It is in this place that he encounters a man who wrestles with him. Was it Jacob’s fear that made him combative? Was it his need for God to intervene on his behalf that made him fight all through the night? Sometimes we want God to speak to us in our comfort and plenty. Perhaps if we were to walk towards those things that we know we should be doing but keep putting off, then God would meet us in our prayers of anxiety and fear.
 
Questions for reflection
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Questions
· How are these opponents holding each other?
· What do you think about Jacob’s persistence in asking for a blessing?
· How can wrestling with God through prayer change us and shape us?
 
 
A prayer to end 
Lord God,
we have chosen to follow you no matter how difficult the road.
Would you bless us now
so that we can face the next steps on our journey.
Amen.
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