Reflections on Matthew 10:40-42 - Recognised
Begin with an opening prayer
Lord, we come from scattered lives to meet with you.
We rejoice that you know each of us by name  and love us, inside and out.
Show us how to recognise you in the friends we are gathered with,
and how to see you reflected in everyone we meet.
Amen. 

Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
Matthew 10: 40-42
40 “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.”
 
Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes

Jesus ends this teaching section by drawing on the long tradition of teaching about hospitality. Abraham and Sarah welcomed their visitors and discovered they were entertaining God’s messengers; in the same way, those who welcome Jesus’ envoys will find they are welcoming Jesus. After the extended focus on hostility and suffering, these verses highlight the likelihood that the disciples will also be warmly received, recognised as prophets, righteous people and apostles. Jesus highlights the interface between offering welcome to God’s people and receiving God’s blessing.
The offer of a cup of cold water is paralleled in the rabbis’ writings as an image of care for the most basic needs, offered here to one of Jesus’ ‘little ones’ – not children, but those who open themselves to weakness and helplessness for the sake of the kingdom, as Jesus has been teaching his disciples to do.
 
Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
There are various TV shows that have a ‘hidden person’ element. For example, in The Secret Millionaire, a millionaire leaves their luxurious lifestyle and goes to live incognito in a low-economic community. While there, they get involved in various projects with local volunteers to decide which project will be rewarded with a cut of their fortune. Jesus talks to his disciples about people welcoming them as if they were Jesus. I wonder if we were to meet Jesus in person would we recognise and welcome him? Do we see Jesus in those around us?
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· What do you notice in this painting by Mike Moyers?
· How do we recognise Christ in others?
· What small things can you do to show people that they matter – to you, and to God?
Prayer to end
Adapt to your local context.
We thank you, Lord, that we are a part of your great family.
Our welcoming God has brought us in,
and sends us out to recognise his presence in our world,
not only in the big things, but in all the tiny details of our lives.
We thank you, Lord, for all the signs of you
that we can expect to see in the coming week.
Our eyes are open.
Amen.
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