Reflection on Matthew 9.9-13,18-26 – Beyond hope
Begin with an opening prayer
When we think we are beyond hope:
God’s restoring love offers a fresh start.
When life is too messed up, beyond hope:
God’s restoring peace gives hope in our darkness.
When we think we are not good enough:
Jesus comes offering hope beyond hope.
Amen

Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
Matthew 9: 9-13,18-26 
9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.
10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’[a] For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”
18 While he was saying this, a synagogue leader came and knelt before him and said, “My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his disciples.
20 Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. 21 She said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.”
22 Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed you.” And the woman was healed at that moment.
23 When Jesus entered the synagogue leader’s house and saw the noisy crowd and people playing pipes, 24 he said, “Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at him. 25 After the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. 26 News of this spread through all that region.
Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes

This passage shows Jesus bringing hope to people in need, irrespective of their place in society.
Matthew is part of the tax collection system. Tax collectors had economic power but were despised because they collaborated with the Roman colonial power and often exploited people. Their social status was low, and life in a close-knit society would have been hard. Jesus calls him away from a corrupt, oppressive job and gives him hope.
The meal that follows evokes criticism. Eating together was a politicised act. People invited those with whom they hoped to find favour, within the social framework of the Roman Empire, where honour was gained through association with those of higher status. Is Jesus trying to get in with the tax collectors? Why is he not concerned about eating with people who were seen as unclean through their links with Gentiles? Jesus’ critics do not consider the possibility that he might be pulling them into his orbit and giving them hope of a better way of life. Jesus responds (v.13) by quoting Hosea 6:6.
The leader of the synagogue is privileged in many ways but is facing the tragic death of his daughter. He kneels before Jesus, putting his status aside in desperation. Matthew highlights the confrontation with the professional mourners. Their mockery intensifies the impact of God’s power working through Jesus to raise the girl to life. No wonder Jesus’ reputation spread.
The woman suffering from haemorrhages is probably on the edge of society due to her gender, health condition and economic status. If she is suffering from uncontrolled menstrual bleeding, she would be seen as unclean and excluded from her faith community – so even the way she plans to approach Jesus is marginal. Yet, in her suffering, she shows great faith in him.
Matthew uses the word ‘to make well’ three times in two verses (vv.21, 22). The woman is healed of her illness but also ‘made right’ with her community through the confidence of her relationship with God.
 
 
Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
Have you ever won a prize or been given a free gift? We often fall into the trap of supposing that the more we do the more God will be pleased with us. This can create the idea that some people deserve the good things they have in life, and others are ‘hopeless’. But in this passage from Matthew’s Gospel, the woman only needed to touch Jesus’ cloak to receive a free gift. When might we need to trust in God’s good gifts that he wants to give freely to us? And do we need to change our perspective that no one is beyond hope?

Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· What do you think the photographer is trying to convey in this image?
· How does this image connect with the Gospel story?
· What hope do you need to hold onto this week?
 
 A prayer to end the Bible study
May God, who is never-ending, put his hope around us.
May Jesus, the hope of the world, be known as he goes with us.
May the Holy Spirit, our great enabler, empower us to bring
hope to others.
Amen.
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