Reflection on 1 Peter 1:3-9 – Knowing together
Begin with an opening prayer
God of knowledge and truth,
help us to know you more fully,
to seek joy in knowing you,
and to share this with our sisters and brothers.
Amen.
 
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
1 Peter 1: 3-9
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes

1 Peter calls its audience in the churches of today’s northern Turkey ‘exiles of the Dispersion’ (v.1). The term refers to Jews scattered throughout the Mediterranean world from the time of the Babylonian exile in the early 6th century BC. But the letter’s recipients were Gentiles. Perhaps they felt displaced from their largely Gentile world by their Christian conversion. The letter insists that, wherever they are from, they now belong to God’s chosen people, who share Israel’s calling to be God’s holy people.
‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!’ is adapted from an ancient Jewish blessing. It immediately turns the recipients’ gaze from their own plight towards God, as they focus on the blessings their faith bestows. It brings an inheritance of salvation that is much more secure than the material blessings promised in the Jewish Scriptures, because it is ‘kept in heaven for you’ (v.4).
Yet this same faith is opening them up to a range of unspecified ‘trials’ (v.6). Faith and trials have a dynamic relationship for these believers. Some are suffering as Christians. This suggests that they face discrimination because they are now loyal to Christ rather than their previous way of life. Others may be suffering because of their low status as slaves or women. How then can faith protect them? The letter emphasises that they are not individual believers but members of ‘God’s own people’ (2:9-10), who support each other through adversity. More importantly, they have been born into a living relationship with Jesus Christ, in which they experience solidarity with him in his sufferings and glory (2:21).
As faith transforms these exiles from being ‘no people’ to ‘God’s own people’, their shared experience opens up the story of salvation, through Jesus, so that they can confidently expect to be part of God’s people forever more, when together they will know Christ’s salvation in all its glory.
 
Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
A group of adults decided to use a method when they read the Bible. Before each meeting they read the passage for themselves. When they meet, they share what they’ve noticed in it, and the questions they’d like to ask its author, if that were possible. Then they choose two or three of these questions to discuss over the next hour. One member of the group facilitates the discussion and makes sure that everyone has their say. And the result: conversations that help them to know more together about the Bible and each other and what lies at the heart of their faith. What could you do to enable different ways of knowing, together?
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· What strikes you about this Palm Sunday procession?
· How does knowing Jesus together as a church community help us in our faith?
· How would you encourage a fellow Christian who is having a difficult time right now?
 
 
Prayer to end
Almighty God, we give thanks
that you have welcomed us as your children;
and we praise you for our inheritance,
imperishable, undefiled and unfading.
In your family, we are sisters and brothers
bound by faith and the knowledge and love of you.
We thank and praise you, Lord,
for the joy of learning and growing in you.
Amen.
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