Reflection on John 3:1-17 – Keep asking questions
Begin with an opening prayer
Father God,
we bring before you all our questions,
all our doubts,
and all our uncertainties
and offer them to you, along with our praise,
trusting that you hear us and love us.
Amen.
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
John 3: 1-17
3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.”
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.”
4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”
5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 
9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.
10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
Bible notes
Jesus often talks to Jewish leaders in the Gospels. But this conversation with Nicodemus is unusual. They talk at night. They speak for others as well as themselves (vv.2,11). Jesus uses intriguing symbols. Their statements raise one question after another.
This conversation was prompted by Jesus’ signs, which suggest to Nicodemus and his people that God is working through him. Nicodemus wants to know about God’s presence in Jesus. But Jesus doesn’t give straight answers. Instead, he mixes metaphors about God’s reign with different kinds of birth and the mystery of wind.
Jesus states that, as a rabbi, Nicodemus should understand these earthly images. After all, their roots lie in the Scriptures. If he can’t grasp these, how will he understand the heavenly things that Jesus wants to discuss with him, things like the Son of Man’s heavenly ascent and descent, and Moses lifting up the serpent in the wilderness (Numbers 21:9)?
Now we realise that Nicodemus’ conversation with Jesus is really pitched at the Gospel’s audience. They know about birth from God (1:12-13), and the Spirit (the same word as ‘wind’ in Hebrew) descending and remaining on Jesus (1:32), and they’re about to learn more about the Spirit/wind as water (4:10; 7:35-37). They recognise the talk of heavenly descent and ascent as the language of grace that brings the Son of God into the world as the Word made flesh (1:14), only to raise him to the heavenly glory of the Father’s heart through his passion (1:18, 13:1, 17:1).
Nicodemus is the role model for those who want to know more about the gracious presence of God in Jesus, and the salvation that makes the world more like God intends it to be. However hard he finds it to understand Jesus, he continues to ask his questions. And whether or not he finds the answers he is after, he stands up for Jesus later in the Gospel (7:50) and is one of the men who gives him an honourable burial after such a humiliating death (19:38-42). Nicodemus’s persistent questioning is a sign of the active faith that, at the end of this Gospel, is endorsed by Jesus’ response to the ever-questioning Thomas. 
Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
‘Why?’ is often the most frustrating word for parents with young children. Consider the last time you were genuinely curious about why or how something came to be. Often, children have this innately, but it is important for us all because the way to find out more is to ask questions, and lots of them! In our reading from John’s Gospel, Nicodemus keeps asking questions, and each answer Jesus offers him leads him to ask more questions. Can you think of examples from your own life when you have kept asking questions about something? What happened?
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· Do you find it easy to ask questions? Why?
· The questions we ask can reveal a lot about us.
What do you think are the motives behind Nicodemus’ questions?
· What questions could you bring to Jesus right now?
 
  A prayer to end
God of our journey and God of our questions,
thank you for being with us each step of our journey,
and that you hear each question we ask –
both those we ask aloud and those we ask silently in our hearts.
Be with us as we journey on and keep asking questions.
Amen.
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