Reflection on Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 – Testing times
Begin with an opening prayer
Lord Jesus,
you know that life
can be complicated.
You faced tough choices
but chose to be true to your father, God.
By your Holy Spirit,
instruct and guide us
that we will be able to know
what is good and true.
Amen.
 
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
Genesis 2: 15-17, 3: 1-7
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”
3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”
4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.
Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes

The Genesis stories are simple and rich. In chapter 2 we focus on the vocation of Adam and Eve, namely that of partnering with God in the tending and management of creation. This calling comes with two provisos: one positive and one negative. The positive is that the garden is a place of abundance from which the couple may eat freely and never be in need. The negative is that there is a tree they may not eat from. This is the only reference in all of Scripture to such a tree; we have no idea what it was, and therefore how it should be understood. All we can say is that this was a tree with a clear rule attached.
The focus of this first scene is on freedom and the enjoyment of abundance, in the context of working with God to tend and keep the garden to ensure the abundance keeps flowing.
The rule of 2:17 comes front and centre at the start of chapter 3. Another figure appears, the serpent. It has no back story; it is introduced to set up the dilemma of choice regarding the one thing God has said the couple are not to touch. The serpent engages in legal sophistry about what God did and didn’t say or mean in his original prohibition. The woman takes the fruit and gives it to the man and their eyes were opened. But opened to what is not stated except that for the first time they saw they were naked and that this was a problem.
What began as a story of innocence and joy has quickly morphed into one of shame and cover-up. The precise reasons for this are not yet clear, for the story is still only halfway through. But we know that what started out as a fruitful partnership between God and people has become a fractious relationship clouded by suspicion and disobedience. And, so, the story also feels that it is becoming one of crime and punishment, a narrative that will play out in various ways in the unfolding story.
 


Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
The positive is that God provided a garden of abundance, from which the couple may eat freely and never be in need. The negative is that there is one tree from which God says they may not eat. The serpent suggests that God has deceived Adam and Eve. For Adam, the consequence of his disobedience was that his given task in the garden, to ‘till it and keep it’, became a labour against the curse put on it (v.17). They had so much, yet gave into temptation to take more. Is our world still battling to regain its balance as God’s world is undervalued? What do we lose when we misuse God’s provision of abundance?
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· What happens when things get twisted?
· Why does the serpent/devil twist the truth and what is the result?
· How does Jesus’s example help us when we face testing times?
 
 A prayer to end.
Lord, help us when we face testing times,
so that we can see your truth
among questions, doubts, temptations and uncertainty.
Give us eyes to see you,
ears to hear you
and mouths to praise your name. Amen.

image1.jpeg




