Reflection on Micah 6:1-8 – What does God require?
Begin with an opening prayer
God, you call us to walk with you
in justice,
in kindness,
in humility.
Help us to see this is what you require,
to leave behind all other expectations
and be free to walk into the future you want for us
as the people of God.
Amen.
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
Micah 6: 1-8
6 Listen to what the LORD says:
“Stand up, plead my case before the mountains;
    let the hills hear what you have to say.
2 “Hear, you mountains, the LORD’s accusation;
    listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth.
For the LORD has a case against his people;
    he is lodging a charge against Israel.
3 “My people, what have I done to you?
    How have I burdened you? Answer me.
4 I brought you up out of Egypt
    and redeemed you from the land of slavery.
I sent Moses to lead you,
    also Aaron and Miriam.
5 My people, remember
    what Balak king of Moab plotted
    and what Balaam son of Beor answered.
Remember your journey from Shittim to Gilgal,
    that you may know the righteous acts of the LORD.”
6 With what shall I come before the LORD
    and bow down before the exalted God?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
    with calves a year old?
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
    with ten thousand rivers of olive oil?
Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression,
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.
    And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy
    and to walk humbly[a] with your God.

Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes
Micah was Isaiah’s contemporary, active in Judah up to and through the time that Israel fell to the Assyrians (about 740 BC to 698 BC). Their messages were similar but Micah’s was even more focused on economic injustice and God’s call on his people to live ethically in the world.
In this section, the prophet envisions God taking legal action against Judah. He enlists creation as jury in the case, which is a simple one, namely that God’s people are not grateful for all that he has done for them through their history and, as a result, they are not living as God requires in the Law given to Moses. So, God retells Israel’s history from the Exodus onwards, a history of failing to live up to their calling as a nation. But it is also a history marked by God’s gracious acts of salvation for his people.
They have tried to placate God through acts of ‘worship’, e.g. burnt offerings, as if that is what God wants. They have even gone to the extreme of child sacrifice despite the Torah making it abundantly clear that this is an abomination to Yahweh (Leviticus 18:21, 20:1-5 and Deuteronomy 12:30-31, 18:10). The oracle ends with one of the most well-known utterances from the prophets in verse 8. It has nothing to do with external shows of piety and everything to do with how we live. Doing justice and loving kindness is only fully possible if we walk humbly with our God. It is simple and yet difficult and demanding.
Micah has already spelled out, in 4:1-5, that justice has to do with: economic equality, where everyone has enough to live on; peace between neighbours, where nations do nothing to make their citizens afraid; and a relationship with God marked by humble trust.
As the rest of the chapter shows us, Israel has failed at every turn. Dishonest business dealings have enriched a few at the expense of the majority. Such economic inequality is an abomination to God.
 Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
Explore what the words justice, mercy and humility mean in practice. How do these ideas – which are at the heart of our faith – happen practically in our lives? Use a large piece of paper to draw three concentric circles and explore with the group how these values are at work in our personal lives (inner circle), our lives in the community in which we live and work (middle circle) and on an international level as policies for government and organisations (outer circle). Add thoughts and ideas to each circle. Finish by exploring the community circle and what might need to be added or worked on as you seek to live out these values as a community of faith.
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Questions
· What does God want us to do with our hands, our hearts and our feet?
· Do our actions mean more than our words? How might we use both in worship?
· How can you do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with God, this week?
 
 
A prayer to end 
O God, what do you require of us?
Do you require us to be the best and do the most?
No.
Do you require us to turn our hearts to you and
live with justice, kindness and humility?
Yes.
Give us what we need to adopt the beautiful attitudes
you want for your people.
Amen.
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