Reflection on Isaiah 42:1-9 – Hope refreshed
Begin with an opening prayer
God of hope,
open our eyes, our ears and our hearts
to become more aware of the hope that you offer:
a hope that is refreshing;
a hope that has no limits;
a hope that is for all people.
Amen.
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
Isaiah 42: 1-9
The Servant of the LORD
42 “Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
    my chosen one in whom I delight;
I will put my Spirit on him,
    and he will bring justice to the nations.
2 He will not shout or cry out,
    or raise his voice in the streets.
3 A bruised reed he will not break,
    and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;
4     he will not falter or be discouraged
till he establishes justice on earth.
    In his teaching the islands will put their hope.”
5 This is what God the LORD says—
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out,
    who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it,
    who gives breath to its people,
    and life to those who walk on it:
6 “I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness;
    I will take hold of your hand.
I will keep you and will make you
    to be a covenant for the people
    and a light for the Gentiles,
7 to open eyes that are blind,
    to free captives from prison
    and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.
8 “I am the LORD; that is my name!
    I will not yield my glory to another
    or my praise to idols.
9 See, the former things have taken place,
    and new things I declare;
before they spring into being
    I announce them to you.”

Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 Bible notes
Isaiah 42:1-9
Classically, scholars have dubbed this the first of four songs commonly known as ‘servant songs’. But as Hugh Williamson has pointed out, the four ‘songs’ in Isaiah 40–55 continue a theme first introduced and spelled out in the early chapters of the text (notably chapter 9). The poet/prophet of the exile picks up the theme of good governance – the absence of which was a reason for the exile – and paints a picture of God’s servant that many Christians see perfectly fulfilled in Jesus – hence this text being used on the day we mark our Lord’s baptism.
Structurally, these verses are no more a ‘song’ than the surrounding context. Indeed, Isaiah 40–55 is one long poem/song focused on the situation of the Judeans in exile. The original audience here was a defeated and disillusioned group of exiles far from home and lacking hope. Verse 27 suggests that they assumed that even God had given up on them. However, there is good news for them in this passage of hope, comfort and good governance.
Many characters are identified as ‘servant’ in Isaiah – Eliakim in 22:20, David in 37:3 and, most importantly, Jacob–Israel in 41:8-9. The call outlined in Isaiah 42:1-9 is for all the exiles to fulfil. But in Christian theology, this is also seen as a portrait of Jesus, the archetypal servant of God and the one who we are called to imitate in our lives.
Notice that this is a pastoral, prophetic and political calling, in that it is offering comfort to people, giving them a word of hope from God and pointing to good governance of their society; there is no separation between these three in the mind of God. While much of Isaiah 42 describes the ministry of Jesus, it also encapsulates the type of world God wants to see his people involved in creating, a vision that reaches its apex in Isaiah 65:17ff. Here God reminds his people that they are not abandoned in exile, that he has plans for their restoration and for them to play a key role in the delivering of his plans – outlined in brief here, especially in verses 3-4, 6-7 – which will be developed as the book unfolds.
Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
If you were an advertiser working at the time when the Israelites were in exile, how would you bring the theme ‘hope refreshed’ to life? What words and images would you use to bring hope to a defeated and disillusioned group of people? In Isaiah 42, we read how God brings the theme ‘hope refreshed’ to life. God speaks to the Israelites with the perfect blend of hope, care, encouragement and action. Through the words in Isaiah 42, God also provides ‘hope refreshed’ for all people, as these words are ultimately fulfilled through Jesus.
 
Questions for reflection
[image: ]You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.

Questions
· What are you hoping for?
· How would you like Jesus to meet     with you in the coming week?
· How might you bring the hope of Jesus to others?
 

 A prayer to end 
God, you bring hope today,
as well as to so many through the ages.
May we be open to the hope that you bring:
refreshing, restoring, renewing,
and be ready to share that hope with others.
Amen.
 

image1.jpeg




