Reflections on Isaiah 60:1-6 and Matthew 2:1-12 – Arise, shine
Begin with an opening prayer
God of light, we look around and we see your brightness shining:
shining in the dark places, shining in the forgotten
places, shining with power, warmth, and grace.
Please shine on us today, and help us be prepared
to shine our light for all people.
Amen.
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.

First reading: 	Isaiah 60: 1-6
60 “Arise, shine, for your light has come,
    and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.
2 See, darkness covers the earth
    and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the LORD rises upon you
    and his glory appears over you.
3 Nations will come to your light,
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you:
    All assemble and come to you;
your sons come from afar,
    and your daughters are carried on the hip.
5 Then you will look and be radiant,
    your heart will throb and swell with joy;
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
    to you the riches of the nations will come.
6 Herds of camels will cover your land,
    young camels of Midian and Ephah.
And all from Sheba will come,
    bearing gold and incense
    and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.

Second reading: 			Matthew 2: 1-12
2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once, or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes

Isaiah 60:1-6
In the aftermath of the return from exile (around 520 BC), life back in the land of Israel is not great. In chapter 60 the writer articulates what God will do for this people and consequently what his people are called to be in the world. The whole chapter is an amazing portrayal of the nations flocking to the mountain of the Lord bringing the fruits of their industry and culture to lay at the feet of Yahweh.
In context, this chapter is good news to the returned exiles. Their capital city still lies ruined, and they lack the resources to rebuild it. However, God promises not only that more of their own shall return to the city, but also that the nations are coming with the very abundance they lack. This links with Nehemiah’s work of persuading the Persians to allow the shipments of the timber and ironwork required to rebuild the broken walls and gates of the city (Nehemiah 2:7-8), and the need of the Judeans to get up and get busy processing the largesse of the nations. Those returning will soon be awash with the resources of the world to re-establish their city and retake their place at the centre of God’s plan.
It is a time for joy and celebration. As Judah lifts her eyes to see what God is doing, she breaks into a broad grin and a song of praise that has begun on the lips of those bringing their treasures into the city.
 
Matthew 2:1-12
Matthew, who often quotes or alludes to Isaiah, is echoing the prophet’s vision in the way he frames this story, unique to his Gospel. The magi come as the nations did in Isaiah 60 specifically to bring their gifts to Jesus to mark his significance for the whole world and not just Israel. As in Isaiah’s vision, so here events in the backwater of Judea have world-changing potential.
This story is rooted in the dark politics of our world: of course, the magi went to pay their respects to Herod – they were in his territory and protocol demanded it. Matthew makes much of the nation’s religious leaders telling Herod where the Messiah is to be born. They quote Micah 5:2 with its message of a Davidic king to come, but that is not what the magi had asked – they had travelled to mark the birth of a Judean king.
The passage continues in order to show that the child they were led to is of global significance, a figure worthy of their worship – suddenly their gifts felt profoundly appropriate. Not just gold for a king and incense for royal courts but myrrh, generally associated with death
(but a costly spice in itself).
God intervenes directly at this point, telling them not to make a return visit to Herod and risk the king’s anger being unleashed.
Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
What comes to mind when you hear the words ‘New Year’s resolution’? Maybe you think of a resolution you recently made? Maybe you think of failed resolutions? Maybe you think of positive changes that came from a New Year’s resolution? Making New Year’s resolutions can be a great practice but often they are quite focused on ourselves and our individual lives. Think what would be different if everyone’s New Year’s resolution was the opening words of Isaiah 60 – ‘Arise, shine!’ How would our families, communities, churches, and countries change if we were to all actively shine God’s light? How would people, living in darkness, be impacted by that light? Who would be drawn to that light? This year let’s ‘Arise, shine!’ together!
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· What are your hopes as the New Year dawns?
· How could you wake up or tune in to God’s plans for you in 2026?
· What light can you bring, or gifts can you share, with people who are experiencing ‘darkness’?
 

A prayer to end the Reflection
May we see God’s light
shining in dark places this week.
May we have the confidence and energy
to arise and to shine God’s light
to those we see and meet,
so that all people might know Jesus
who is the light of the world.
Amen.
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